Terminology

The key words must, must not, required, shall, shall not, should, should not, recommended, may, and optional in this document are to be interpreted as described in .

Other specific terms are as follows.

Webservice: a program or service accessible using XML and Internet technologies. Such a service might be found using UDDI, and might be described using WSDL. The typical interaction is: an originator makes a request is made to a webservice, which performs the operation, and returns the result.

Service: synonymous with webservice.

Asynchronous Service: A resource that accepts requests. Actual results of the request are managed by an asynchronous service instance. 

Asynchronous Service Instance: This is the resource implemented by the asynchronous service that is actually performing the requested work.  These resources allow for the actual monitoring and controlling of the work.

Observer: This is a resource that a webservice must implement in order to receive notification events from the service instance.

Request data: The XML data sent to initiate the service. 

Response data: The XML data created by the successful completion of the service.

Minimum requirement

1. A service MUST accept a CreateInstanceRq

2. The service MUST accept an observer to be set in the  CreateInstanceRq

3. The service MUST respond to a CreateInstanceRq with a CreateInstanceRs that contains the URI of a service instance

4. The service instance MAY accept SubscribeRq and UnsubscribeRq

5. An observer MUST accept CompletedRq and StateChangedRq. The service instance will communicate any state other than completed in a StateChangedRq.

6. A service instance MUST accept GetPropertiesRq so that observers can query (poll) the state of the request.

Messaging

ASAP requires that there be one of the following elements within the body which represents the information needed for a specific operation:
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Table 1 The ASAP message body elements

These elements and their contents are described in detail in the sections on the specific operations.



Figure 1 Minimum use of ASAP. NOTE: CHANGE "Factory" to "Service" and "Instance" to "Service Instance"

