8.4 Providing Human Task Context

The task context information is exchanged between the requesting application and a task or a notification. In case of tasks, this information is passed as header fields of the request and response messages of the task’s operation. In case of notifications, this information is passed as header fields of the request message of the notification’s operation.  

8.4.1 SOAP Binding of Human Task Context

In general, a SOAP binding specifies for message header fields how they are bound to SOAP headers. In case of WS-HumanTask, the humanTaskRequestContext and humanTaskResponseContext elements are simply mapped to SOAP header as a whole. The following listings show the SOAP binding of the human task request context and human task response context in an infoset representation.

<S:Envelope xmlns:S="http://www.w3.org/2003/05/soap-envelope"
            xmlns:htc="http://docs.oasis-open.org/ns/bpel4people/ws-humantask/context/200803">
 <S:Header>   
   <htc:humanTaskRequestContext>
     <htc:priority>...</htc:priority>?

     <htc:attachments>...</htc:attachments>?
     <htc:peopleAssignments>...</htc:peopleAssignments>?
     <htc:isSkipable>...</htc:isSkipable>?

     <htc:activationDeferralTime>...</htc:activationDeferralTime>?

     <htc:expirationTime>...</htc:expirationTime>?
       ... extension elements ...

    </htc:humanTaskRequestContext>
  </S:Header>
  <S:Body>
    ...
  </S:Body>
</S:Envelope>
<S:Envelope xmlns:S="http://www.w3.org/2003/05/soap-envelope"
            xmlns:htc="http://docs.oasis-open.org/ns/bpel4people/ws-humantask/context/200803">
 <S:Header>   
   <htc:humanTaskResponseContext>
     <htc:priority>...</htc:priority>?

     <htc:attachments>...</htc:attachments>?

     <htc:actualOwner>...</htc:actualOwner>?
     <htc:actualPeopleAssignments>...</htc:actualPeopleAssignments>?
     <htc:outcome>...</htc:outcome>?
       ... extension elements ...

    </htc:humanTaskResponseContext>
  </S:Header>
  <S:Body>
    ...
  </S:Body>
</S:Envelope>
The following listing is an example of a SOAP message containing a human task request context.

<S:Envelope xmlns:S="http://www.w3.org/2003/05/soap-envelope"
            xmlns:htc="http://docs.oasis-open.org/ns/bpel4people/ws-humantask/context/200803">
  <S:Header>
    <htc:humanTaskRequestContext>
      <htc:priority>0</htc:priority>
      <htc:peopleAssignments>
        <htc:potentialOwners>
          <htt:organizationalEntity>
            <htt:users>
              <htt:user>Alan</htt:user>
              <htt:user>Dieter</htt:user>
              <htt:user>Frank</htt:user>
              <htt:user>Gerhard</htt:user>
              <htt:user>Ivana</htt:user>
              <htt:user>Karsten</htt:user>
              <htt:user>Matthias</htt:user>
              <htt:user>Patrick</htt:user>
            </htt:users>
          </htt:organizationalEntity>
        </htc:potentialOwners>
      </htc:peopleAssignments>
    </htc:humanTaskRequestContext>
  </S:Header>
  <S:Body>...</S:Body>
</S:Envelope>
8.4.2 Overriding Task Definition People Assignments 

The task context contains a potentialOwners element, which can be used at task creation time to override the set of task assignments that we defined in the original task definition. Compliant implementations MUST allow overriding of simple tasks and routing patterns that are a single-level deep, i.e. routing patterns that don’t have nested routing patterns. If the task context potentialOwners contains a list of htt:user and htt:group, and the task definition contains a routing pattern element <parallel> or <serial> that has as its only children htt:user and htt:group elements, the WS-HumanTask Processor MUST replace the list in the task definition with the list in the task context.  If the task definition contains only a list of htt:user and htt:group, then the WS-HumanTask Processor MUST replace the list of users from the task definition with the list of users in the task context.

