OASIS Business Transaction Protocol Technical Committee

Notes of Teleconference meeting held 25 November 2003 at 17:00 to 18:00 UTC (approx)

Voting Members Present

  Bill Pope (Chair)

  Doug Bunting

  Alex Ceponkus

  William Cox

  Martin Chapman

  Tony Fletcher (Notes)

  Peter Furniss

  Bob Haugen

  Alastair Green

  Mark Little

  Sazi Temel

On Leave of Absence

  Sanjay Dalal: requested leave-of-absence 7 November 2003

Quorum

11 of the current 13 members were present with one member on leave of absence so the meeting was quorate.

Notes for this meeting

Tony had agreed to take notes for this meeting.

Agenda

Specification issues and resolution

Co-chairmanship

For some period at the beginning of the meeting the chairman was prevented by technical difficulties from joining the teleconference.  This led to a discussion around the OASIS rules for chairs and co-chairs, and the meeting agreed that a quorate meeting should be able to elect from amongst their number a co-chair to chair that meeting who could resign at the end of the meeting.  Consideration will be given to the election of permanent co-chair, but this was neither agreed nor undertaken at this meeting.  Fortunately the chair was able to join the meeting in time for much useful progress to be made.

Issues processing

The main current business of this technical committee is to produce a revision of the Business Transaction Protocol specification that contains the resolutions to a number of issues and errata that have been discovered or raised since the agreement of the current version of the specification.  These are to be found at http://www.choreology.com/external/BTP_maint_issues_list.html  and  http://www.choreology.com/external/BTP_extra_issues_list.html 

Please refer to http://www.choreology.com/external/BTP_maint_issues_list.html for the proposed resultion to each issue mentioned below.

Maintenance Issue 1   HAZARD after receiving CANCEL

The proposed solution was accepted without objection. 

Maintenance Issue 2   CONFIRMED element should be confirm-received

Peter suggested this was a simple error.  Doug pointed out that it was in fact a greater change than just a simple erratum as it affects both forwards and backwards compatibility due to the fact that any change to the schema will imply the allocation of a new identification for the schema.  This could be a big issue if there was widespread deployment of BTP implementations, but as this is not currently the case it is not actually a big issue.  So long as people who have already implemented are happy then we can proceed.

Peter agreed that the schema would need to be changed to resolve this issue.  We would need to give the schema a new URI such as make it version number 1.1.

It was suggested that a new issue be raised with regard to allocating a new URI to the revised schema when all the changes have been made to it.  However, Bill Cox proposed bundling this change with all others that affected the schema.  To be clear, it was agreed that a new namespace and a new location identifier would be required.

Motion:  All changes to the BTP schemas will be incorporated in the schemas in the BTP 1.1 spec.  All such schemas will be assigned new identifying URI's when the BTP 1.1 specification is completed (even if the schema is unchanged from the 1.0 version).

Proposed by Tony, seconded by Bill Cox.

It was emphasised in further discussion that if one of the schemas does not need to change (there are three altogether for BTP) then the identification for that schema would not need to change, but we agreed to change them all consistently anyway, as this was also allowed.

The above motion was agreed unopposed and so was the proposed resolution to issue 2.

Maintenance Issue 3   CONFIRM_ONE_PHASE against autonomous confirm

Bill Pope read out the issue text.  Peter explained that the inferior state table was all right, but a collision could occur in the superior machine.  This change to the superior state table allowed for this internal collision.

Alastair proposed the motion that the proposed resolution of issue 3 be accepted.  This was seconded by Peter and agreed unanimously.

Maintenance Issue 4   reply to cancel_inferiors

Bill read out the text.  Peter thought this was just a large typo.  The explanation needs to be added to be clear - it parallels prepare for inferiors.  Cancel inferiors allows early cancellation and the only reason for doing this early is to get the result.

Tony proposed that the proposed resolution of issue 4 be accepted.  Bill Pope seconded this.  There was no further discussion and the motion was agreed unanimously.

Maintenance Issue 5   Superior identifier needed before sending INFERIOR_STATE/unknown

Time was pressing and it was felt that this issue was worthy of proper discussion and so it was left to the next meeting. 

Maintenance Issue 6 "confirming" status should include auto-confirming

Bill proposed the motion that the proposed resolution of issue 6 be accepted.  Peter seconded this.  There was no discussion and the motion was agreed unanimously.
Subsequent meeting

Alastair proposed dealing with the remaining issues during a subsequent meeting (teleconference).  Next Tuesday (2 December 2003) at the same time is one possibility.  Bill Pope said that he would undertake to try and find a convenient day and time, which avoided the forthcoming OASIS WS-CAF and WSBPEL face-to-face meetings and would send out the proposed date / time.

Any Other Business

Bill Pope proposed, and it was agreed, that the minutes of the previous meeting would be agreed by e-mail vote as they had only recently been posted.

Alastair asked if someone else would be willing to host the next conference call as Choreology had hosted all of the current series so far.  A host for the next call will be solicited by the chair.
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