Problem statement:

A company has described a set of policies that dictate how each computer in the data center should be configured.  They would like to use a set of datacenter management tools to confirm that each machine conforms to the policy on a regular basis.

Success criteria:

A regularly scheduled activity can occur, without operator intervention, to compare servers against a policy and generate messages when machines are not in compliance.

Solution overview:

The policies for the datacenter machines are present in a DCML document.  This document can be fed to a monitoring system or a discovery system (a system with knowledge of the state of each of the datacenter machines), and can do the requisite comparisons.  The policies would contain the actions to perform should any policy check fail.

Alternately, a new tool, capable of interpreting DCML documents, can take the DCML-compliant output from a discovery system, and will accept these two documents as input (one with a policy, the other with the existing state from the discovery system), and should anything in document A not match a policy specified in document B, will take the actions specified in the policy.

