DITA Help Technologies Guide Released

OASIS Provides a Compendium of Practical Techniques and Technologies to Foster User Assistance Development in the DITA Framework
January 29, 2009 -- The OASIS DITA Online Help Subcommittee announced today a new publication: The DITA Help Technologies Guide. 
The OASIS DITA Help Subcommittee was formed to address some of the perceived shortcomings of DITA for authoring Help content. The Subcommittee will recommend changes to the DITA standard to further improve functionality in time for DITA 1.3. In the interim, this DITA Help Technologies Guide provides explanations of the current best practice for using DITA for Help authoring, and makes practical recommendations that can be applied today.

The DITA Help Technologies Guide is publicly available for download through the DITA Help SC web site:

 http://www.oasis-open.org/apps/org/workgroup/dita-help/download.php/30934/DITAHelp_TechnologiesGuide_commenting.pdf 

   or
 http://tinyurl.com/adhedy
Guide topics include:

Developing DITA-based Help for Existing Help Environments

   Arbortext® Digital Media Publisher

   Eclipse Help

   Leximation AIR Help Plug-in

   Microsoft HTML Help

Developing Custom DITA-based Help Systems

   DHTML Effects in HTML Generated from DITA
   DITA-OT Plug-ins
   Dynamic Rendering of DITA into XHTML
   JavaScript-Based Context Sensitive Help

   WinANT Options Supporting HTML-Based Output
   WinANT Options Supporting Microsoft® HTML Help
Developing DITA-based Help for Existing Help Authoring Tools
   Converting DITA Content to WebHelp using RoboHelp®

Further Reading and Resources for DITA Help

DITA Help, as defined by the OASIS DITA Help SC (DHSC), is:

A set of recommendations for the design and implementation of commonly recognized user assistance components using the DITA architecture. These components include, but are not limited to, navigation components, context-sensitive linking, embedded Help, browse sequences, associative links and window definitions. These recommendations can be used as a foundation for the development of authoring models and tools to support solutions in a variety of formats and for a variety of platforms.

The purpose of the OASIS DITA Technical Committee (TC) is to define and maintain the Darwin Information Typing Architecture (DITA) and to promote the use of the architecture for creating standard information types and domain-specific markup vocabularies. The Translation Subcommittee defines best practices and guidelines for DITA authoring, translation and localization, and recommends solutions for industry requirements for consideration by the OASIS DITA TC. The group recommends widespread adoption of these concepts through liaisons with industry, other standards, and providers of commercial and open source tools.

More information can be found on the DITA Help web site at: 
 http://www.oasis-open.org/apps/org/workgroup/dita-help/

OASIS (Organization for the Advancement of Structured Information Standards) is a not-for-profit, international consortium that drives the development, convergence, and adoption of e-business standards. Members themselves set the OASIS technical agenda, using a lightweight, open process expressly designed to promote industry consensus and unite disparate efforts. The consortium produces open standards for Web services, security, e-business, and standardization efforts in the public sector and for application-specific markets. OASIS was founded in 1993. 

More information can be found on the OASIS website at:

 http://www.oasis-open.org.
