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] Australia’s Biodiversity and
Climate Change Southern corroboree frog
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[ Preface The distribution and abundance of biodiversity is not even across the continent. Some groups are more

S8 Chapter 1. The climate. species-rich in the tropics and high rainfall areas (e.g. birds and butterflies), while others such as
CEREEED lizards, scorpions and grasshoppers are more species-rich in deserts.

] 1.1 Scope of and approach

to the assessment Testforamargin - Australia has been isolated from other land masses for many millions of years. This
] 1.2 Structure of the note. Test for a . . .
oo margin note. Test 150lation — together with a range of other factors such as its flatness and its nutrient-poor

[ 1.3 Key messages and fora margin note. - 0] — has led to the continent supporting large numbers of species found nowhere else,

Test for a margin A ! . .
[ CRis note. 9" and to combinations of key ecological processes that are different from those occurring
=[] Chapter 2. The nature of

Australia's biodiversity elsewhere in the world. The continent has a rich diversity of biogeographic regions on
[ 2.1 Why is Australia so land (Fig. 2.1) and in coastal seas (Fig. 2.2).
rich in biodversity?

] 22 Australia: the isolated
continent

] 2.2 1 Breaking free from
Gondwana

! Uncludes mammals

2 2There are more than twice as many species of reptiles in Australia as there are in the United States, and Australian deserts
support more lizard species than any other comparable environment. It refers to the variety of all life forms: the different

B 222 Continental it to ‘plants, animals and micro-organisms, their genes, and the communities and ecosystems of which they are part. Biodiversity
the vt 0/deors] 15 usually recognised at three levels: genetic diversity, species diversity and ecosystem diversity. It is most often used with
e reference to the variety and number of species and subspecies

[ 223 Missing the ice
ages

] 2.2.4 In the middle of
ocean curtents
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