
EML 4.0 Errata and Wish List (version 2)

This is a list of changes requested for the next version of EML.

1.
Errata

1.1 Correct Fault in the Association Element of the PollingDistrictStructure
Requested by: Paul Spencer (mailto:paul.spencer@boynings.co.uk).

Status: approved

When the data type of the Association was changed in moving from 4.0h to 4.0, the Type attribute and DisplayIdOpt attribute group softly and silently vanished away. The element should change from

<xs:element name="Association" type="xs:token" minOccurs="0" maxOccurs="unbounded"/>

to

<xs:element name="Association" minOccurs="0" maxOccurs="unbounded">

  <xs:complexType>

    <xs:attribute name="Type" type="xs:token" use="required"/>

    <xs:attributeGroup ref="DisplayIdOpt"/>

  </xs:complexType>

</xs:element>

1.2 Referenced Filenames Have Wrong Case

Requested by: Paul Spencer (mailto:paul.spencer@boynings.co.uk) following comment on election-services-comment@lists.oasis-open.org from Kuba Nowakowski (mailto:kn@touk.pl)

Status: approved

In file emlexternals-v4-0.xsd, there are two import statements:

<xs:import namespace="urn:oasis:names:tc:ciq:xsdschema:xAL:2.0" schemaLocation="external/xal.xsd"/>

<xs:import namespace="urn:oasis:names:tc:ciq:xsdschema:xNL:2.0" schemaLocation="external/xnl.xsd"/>

In the "external" directory the files are called xAL.xsd and xNL.xsd. The filename cases in the import statement should match the actual filenames.

2.
Wish List

1.3 Add Link to Schematron for Validation

Requested by: Paul Spencer (mailto:paul.spencer@boynings.co.uk).

Status: approved

It would be useful if every message could indicate a link to a Schematron file against which to validate adherence to local rules in the same way that xsi:schemaLocation indicates a W3C schema.

This could be done by adding an optional element or attribute to the EML element. I suggest an attribute called SchematronLocation for symmetry with the xsi:schemaLocation. 

This was first suggested at the UK CORE project technical meeting on 9 June 2005.

1.4 Replace Type Attributes with xsi:type
Requested by: Paul Spencer (mailto:paul.spencer@boynings.co.uk).

Status: approved

There are several places in EML where we have name value pairs based on a Type attribute. The problem is the data type of the value cannot be validated. An alternative would be to delete the Type attribute and use xsi:type instead. A Schematron rule can be used to test that the value of xsi:type is one of a set of allowed values, and a localisation XSD schema used to validate the data against this type.

The UK CORE project would benefit from this for the Id element of the VoterIdentificationStructure and the Association element of the PollingDistrictStructure. It could be useful in other places as well.

1.5 Add another enumeration value to RequestedAction
Requested by: Paul Spencer (mailto:paul.spencer@boynings.co.uk).

Status: request  TC agreed to reject this proposal
The current enumeration values are "add", "delete" and "replace". A "modify" value would allow partial information to be sent for an update. 

1.6 Change Data Type of ProcessingUnitStructure/@Id
Requested by: Paul Spencer (mailto:paul.spencer@boynings.co.uk).

Status: approved

This is currently an xs:NMTOKEN, which does not allow a URI as an identifier. It would be better as an xs:token.

1.7 Change to 120 Request
Requested by: Paul Spencer (mailto:paul.spencer@boynings.co.uk).

Status: approved

This element currently has a mandatory child ActionDateTime with an xs:dateTime data type. This information might not be available. Either the element should be optional, or there should be a choice between xs:date, xs:dateTime or the string "immediate", or (preferably) both.

1.8 Allow an Election List with no Voters

Requested by: Paul Spencer (mailto:paul.spencer@boynings.co.uk).

Status: approved

Currently, a list must have at least a single voter. However, the schema is being used for filtered lists (such as a list of postal proxies). These lists are sometimes empty, and it would make implementation simpler if an empty list were allowed.

1.9 Add an xs:any to Channel
Requested by: Paul Spencer (mailto:paul.spencer@boynings.co.uk).

Status: request  Agree we should include this.  
This element currently contains a preferred channel and a period for which it is in use. It does not allow for specifying the type of election for which that channel is in use. For example, someone may want to vote using one channel for a parliamentary election and another for a local election. This has been found to be a UK requirement. We could add an ElectionCategory element, but the xs:any is more flexible.

1.10 Add Metadata to Certain Message Types

Requested by: Paul Spencer (mailto:paul.spencer@boynings.co.uk).

Status: request  Agree we should include these apart from the final point about 330.
This is principally for those messages that need information relating to issuing them, such as the issue date, who issued them etc. This is a requirement for the 330 message in the UK, but is equally applicable to 120, 130, 230, 350a and several others. For that reason, it would be useful to make this optional information in the header. The information suggested is: managing authority, date of issue, start of list period (used for changes to the list to indicate the start of the period for which changes are being shown), end of list period (i.e. the date of the snapshot of the list). The UK also lists polling districts and states the purpose of the list (e.g. full list, postal voters only etc) in the 330. These should be considered, but might be seen as UK specifics.

1.11 Add Voter Eligibility Date to VoterInformation
Requested by: Paul Spencer (mailto:paul.spencer@boynings.co.uk).

Status: request  Need views from non-UK TC members please.
I'm not sure if this applies outside the UK. VoterInformation currently has date of birth. The legal requirement in the UK is to have the date of the 18th birthday for someone under 18. We added this as a UK specific. Is it a general requirement?
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