Emergency Data Interoperability
Scenario Integration Panel

IAEM Conference, San Antonio, Texas

Summary

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS), U.S. Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), and U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), teamed with OASIS Members to demonstrate the interoperability of information-sharing products enabled by the full suite of Emergency Data eXchange Language (EDXL) standards.  A series of interoperability demonstrations have been presented to emergency response communities over the past few months.  These demonstrations exhibited the entire suite of EDXL standards in alignment with the National Information Exchange Model (NIEM) Information Exchange Package Documentation (IEPD).  Created and adopted in the past few years in partnership with practitioner and federal partners, these standards are now being implemented into products and made available to those who need them most—an asset to the management of disasters.  Open, non-proprietary and available at no cost, EDXL standards create a new approach to standards use and deployment.  Available for reuse as needed, the standards leverage existing efforts and protocols, creating tools scalable from the local level to the federal level as needed.  They enhance current infrastructures and systems without extensive updates, upgrades, training or costs, and bridge the gap between the “Past and the Future” of incident response and management. 
Proposal
The OASIS Emergency Interoperability Member Section and its related committees are planning a significant InterOp Demo at the IAEM conference and trade show in San Antonio, Texas (1-4 Nov 2010).
http://www.iaem.com/events/annual/intro.htm
In preparation for that demonstration, the OASIS Emergency Interoperability members would like to create demonstration scenarios to showcase how local multi-disciplinary, multi-agency collaborative emergency interoperation can be facilitated through the adoption and implementation of open standards to enable true data interoperability.

To accomplish this expanded set of data interoperable emergency scenarios, we need an expanded set of subject matter experts from a variety of domains involved in the notification and coordination of responses to emergency incidents.  We need to form an ad-hoc task force that could meet via conference calls for a few months to help in planning and preparation for the InterOp Demo at the IAEM-2010 conference.
Action Plan

The OASIS Emergency Management Adoption Committee working in conjunction with IAEM will invite representatives from these related practitioner sectors to contribute to scenarios which will be used in the InterOp Demo at IAEM-2010: emergency management, public safety, police, fire, emergency medical, Emergency Alert System broadcasters.  
The first step would be to create a task force that would review existing scenario description that have been used in recent OASIS Emergency InterOps.  The task force members would then provide input and suggestions for additional or expanded scenarios that would utilize interoperable data information exchange.

The task force would then work on defining a single or multiple panel sessions to be held at the IAEM-2010 conference.  These panel sessions would highlight the practical situations that are being demonstrated in the task force defined scenarios in the Emergency InterOp on exhibits floor.  As part of the panel session preparation, the task force will produce a Return-on-Investment (ROI) message that would focus on
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