Symbolization and Map Content Data Standards for Hazard Management Mapping 
[image: image1.emf]FEMA, now part of the Department of Homeland Security, started an initiative in 2001 to develop standard map symbols for hazard and disaster mapping.  Once developed, these symbols will aid disaster and homeland security efforts by eliminating the confusion that can arise from unintuitive, ambiguous, and/or inconsistent use of map symbols during emergency management activities.  The standard is intended primarily to help first responders and emergency managers at the incident and local levels.

[image: image2.emf]Since mid 2002, the initiative has been developed collaboratively within the Federal Geographic Data Committee’s Homeland Security Working Group (FGDC HSWG).  A Symbology Subgroup of the HSWG has been very active in revising the symbol set and developing related products.  The Department of Census has coordinated digital symbol production, and other members of the group include the Defense Information Systems Agency, the Department of Energy, the National Imagery and Mapping Agency, the National States Geographic Information Council, and the US Army Corps of Engineers.

Subgroup activities include:  

· Refining a list of map features relevant to emergency managers;

· Developing a set of symbols based on these features;

· Soliciting feedback from the user community of emergency managers;

· Evaluating the best collaborative path for accreditation as a standard; 

· Developing Through the Open GIS Consortium, specifications and a prototype for the graphical display of the symbols from feature types in an interoperable environment; and

· Design the standard for scalability so different symbol sets can be added for different types of users.

For more information, please contact:

Scott McAfee (202) 646-3317 or scott.mcafee@dhs.gov
