The Disaster Management Open Platform for Emergency Networks (DM-OPEN) (formerly known as the DMIS Interoperability Backbone) provides interoperability interfaces for sharing of alerts, situation reports, common operational picture snapshots, and other emergency related information.  These interfaces provide interface structures and rules of operation designed to enable information sharing between diverse systems, both commercial and government. In general, these interfaces conform to open messaging standards as defined through the Emergency Management Technical Committee sponsored by the OASIS standards organization and through the National Information Exchange Model (NIEM).   There is no charge for the use of the interfaces.  They are Federal Government infrastructure provided by the Department of Homeland Security,  Science and Technology directorate, Office or Interoperability and Compatibility, Disaster Management Program. The particular interface set will grow and evolve over time as standards are developed and agreed to by industry representatives on the Technical Committee.   The platform connects using a directed distribution (sending node specifically chooses receiving node) paradigm to vetted network nodes which represent responder organizations specifically vetted through the DHS Disaster Management Program. These nodes may be represented by a variety of commercial and government software.  These nodes may also represent other networks which may use alternative distribution methods (e. g., rule-based, geography based, publish-subscribe, or their own form of directed distribution) for re-distributing information. 
 

There are two prerequisites that must be met for a network-to-network connection before it is made operational:
 

· The node must be sponsored (for accountability purposes) by a vetted responder organization. 

 

· The type of redistribution paradigm must be identified so that other users of the platform are aware of the redistribution method that may apply to their information should they choose to direct their information to a network connection node for redistribution purposes. 
 

The goal is to provide for the widest possible sharing capability for unclassified (also sensitive but unclassified) emergency management information, including network-to-network dissemination, within a vetted environment.  As part of that goal, a major objective is to lower the barrier to entry to employing broadly-used technology (XML) and interoperability standards for commercial applications of all kinds. 

 

Commercial systems representatives or responder organization customers of commercial systems can enquire about the status and capabilities of the Backbone from the DMIS External Systems Interoperability Coordinator - Gary A. Ham (contact information below.) 

 

Gary A. Ham 
External Systems Interoperability Coordinator
Disaster Management Program 
hamg@battelle.org
540-288-5611 (office)
703-869-6241 (cell) 
 

