OASIS FOREST INDUSTRIES TECHNICAL COMMITTEE

NOTE OF 1ST MEETING AT 1500 GMT AT SILVAN HOUSE, EDINBURGH, UK.

PARTICIPANTS:

Chris Inglis, ConFor member

Roger Coppock Scottish Enterprise member Convenor

Steve Atkins, Forestry Commission member

Ben Ditch Burn, Forestry Commission, member

Bill Allison, BSW member

David Richardson, BSW observer

Mary McRae, OASIS observer

Peter Roden, OASIS observer

1. Welcome 

a. RC opened the meeting by welcoming everyone to the 1st meeting, and expressed how pleased he was that the forestry data standards have finally reached this point in their development.

2. Roll call

a. Each member noted their presence, and RC confirmed that sufficient members were present under the OASIS rules to formally constitute the TC.

3. Election of Chair

a. RC noted that CI has been nominated for Chair of the TC, and CI confirmed his acceptance of the nomination. 

b. RC asked if there were any other nominations. There were none, and CI was confirmed as Chair unanimously. 

c. RC then stepped down as Convenor and handed the meeting over to CI to continue.

4. Welcome and overview from OASIS staff

a. MM then addressed some procedural issues. 


b. The name of the TC is confirmed as the Forest Industries TC. 

c. MM described the content management software package CAVI which members can use to view and upload data to the OASIS website. She outlined the uses of the various tabs on the members part of the site and what they are used for. 

d. In response to a question by BA, MM confirmed that votes were by member, and are not transferable, even within a company membership. 

e. The TC needs to develop some FAQs, which Carol Cosgrove Sachs will publish. 

f. OASIS staff are happy to respond to any issues clarifying use of the website, and information content.

5. TC Charter review

a. CI then asked if there were any issues of clarification relating to the TC Charter. All present were content with it as it stands. 

6. Standing rules adoption

a. No standing rules were adopted at this meeting, but can be in future if the need arises. 

7. Assignment of responsibilities

a. It was agreed that RC would take on the role of Secretary

8. Any other business

a. The FAQ needs to clarify the differences between eFIDS and WoodX to ensure that eFIDS is properly promoted. More detail on the geo-spatial mechanism is also needed. The FAQ needs to be published on the site in the next 6-8 weeks. Good case studies should also be uploaded. Action All.

b. SA intimated that future work for the TC on eFIDS includes reviewing and improving the document types

c. PR has contacted 80 individuals and 60 companies about membership of OASIS and the TC. This includes all 50 US state forest services, and also Canadian services. The response has been limited so far, and more work needs to be done, especially identifying the right individuals within a company to target. BA indicated that his company is looking at how their own business handles its transactions, and this should produce some more contacts. PR is keen for more contacts to pursue. Vendors and ‘tool makers’ should also be considered as potential members. Action All

d. PR suggested that the TC needs to think of itself in more global terms, particularly in geo-spatial frameworks. The TTC needs to indicate how the GIS standard links with other global spatial groups such as OGC, and RC said that he had already had some discussion with Carl Reed of OGC. 

e. RC asked how the standards might be made available to users. MM replied that the existing standard documents can be uploaded to the document repository on the website. If the TC wants OASIS to adopt the standards, then the process is to submit them for public review, handle comments arising from this, and then have them certificated by three OASIS company members, who are using them. Suggested that members look at TC Materials and their development of the materials markup language standard.

f. If the TC wishes OASIS staff to take part in future meetings, then the best way is to request their presence. Otherwise they may join a meeting, if any of the topics are of interest. Jamie Clark will determine who will be the main staff contact.

g. Dates for the next meeting will be suggested via CAVI and the email list. Initially the TC will aim to have short and fairly regular meetings to deal with the initial business associated with the new TC. These are likely to occur at 4-6 weekly intervals. Action RC.

9. There being no further business, CI declared the meeting closed at 1620 GMT.

Minute prepared by R. Coppock

19/10/06

