1. What is the Forestry Geographic information Systems data transfer standard?
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) are used widely throughout the Forestry Industries to help manage and plan forestry related information. Over the last 15-20 years many different GIS systems have been adopted, with different methods of data storage being used. 

It is difficult to transfer information between these systems, leading to many isolated “islands” of forestry data. The GIS Data Transfer Standard is a mechanism to facilitate information exchange, making the Industry more efficient and competitive. The Standard works with different GIS systems and does not require any specific data storage format, though some basic compliance to The Standard is necessary. New GIS and database systems being designed for use in the forestry industry should take note of the Data Transfer Standard, and have data models built in a compatible way. This in turn will further reduce barriers to the flow of information in the future. We have specified the GIS Data Transfer Standard to use appropriate existing standards, and to work within UK Government guidelines, as per the original project requirements brief. To this end, the Standard uses XML Schemas.
2. Why has the Forestry GIS Data Transfer Standard been developed?
Increasingly, interaction between companies is occurring electronically. However for forestry companies, which use many maps with differing themes, this has meant printing the map onto paper, and sending it by postal mail. Government departments are keen to interact with their stakeholders through electronic media, and the lack of a spatial transfer standard has been a major barrier to this in the forest industry. The Forestry GIS Data Transfer Standard has been shown to save time and money, reduce input errors and improve the quality of plans being submitted.

The advantages of a GIS Data Transfer Standard include:

· Simple, accurate transfer of high quality geographic data

· Improved modelling, analysis and planning of Forestry resources

· Electronic data transfer via the Internet, leading to faster turnaround times for future on-line services such as woodland grants and felling permit applications

3. What kind of information is shared by the Forestry GIS Data Transfer Standard?

The Forestry GIS Data Transfer Standard v1.0 provides a means to transfer spatial and textual information relating to:

· Organisation – describing the organisation transferring the data

· Physical Description – describing the land, including any trees

Version 1.0 of the Standard represents or describes the basic physical units of Forestry such as Compartments, Sub Compartments and Components. Forestry GIS data can be transferred using individual units from the Standard, or by combining the units as required. This way The Standard can be used to transfer data relating to just a single compartment, and it can also be used to transfer information relating to the full physical description of a major forest.

The format of the Standard is both flexible and extendible, allowing people to transfer data using some or all of the Standard, and to add to the Standard as needed. The Standard presented here is both flexible and extendable, to take account of the diverse interests of upstream and downstream forestry industries, for now and into the future.

4. Who will benefit from the Forestry GIS Data Transfer Standard and how?
Forestry companies will benefit from being able to transfer information between offices, clients, and government in a fraction of the time a paper based system takes. Costs of preparation, transcription, copying, and postage are virtually eliminated. Changes to core data sets can be conveyed instantly to everyone who is using the maps and spatial information for their operations. Government will be able to provide its forestry functions in a more cost effective, efficient, and timely way, improving customer relations, and costs savings for the taxpayer. Software companies can develop tools to transfer information based around the standards which are independent of proprietary GIS software.

5. How does this work compare with related efforts at other standards organizations?
In developing the Forestry GIS Data Transfer Standard, we conducted a considerable amount of research to determine if other organisations were undertaking similar work. Although some were looking at GIS standards, none were specific to the forest industry, and we decided to develop a new standard ourselves. By making the standard available through OASIS we hope that others working in similar fields will contribute to and enrich the standard to make it applicable globally.

