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LegalXML Member Section Steering Committee
August 18, 2004

Patrick Gannon

President  & CEO

OASIS

630 Boston Road

Billerica, MA 01821 USA

LegalXML Member Section Report for the Second Quarter of 2004
Dear Patrick:


The LegalXML Member Section’s activities for the second quarter and planned activities for the third quarter are summarized below for the Steering Committee and for each of our Technical Committees.

Steering Committee


The Steering Committee held its first ever face-to-face meeting in April in New Orleans in conjunction with the OASIS conference.  The Committee adopted mission, vision, and objectives documents, together with a process for receiving and evaluating requests for funding from Member Section TCs.  These documents are now posted on the OASIS website.

In New Orleans the Member Section’s Subscriber Data Handover Interface (SDHI) TC did not come into existence because of lack of participation in the initial TC meeting.

The Committee has continued to meet monthly since then, acting on requests for funding by various Member Section TCs.

During the third quarter, we will formally adopt a strategic plan and a spending plan for our activities for the remainder of the year and provide OASIS with the quarterly report for the second quarter.  We are planning a second face-to-face planning meeting in Las Vegas in conjunction with the National Center for State Courts’ eCourts Conference in mid December.  We will also formally solicit proposals from individuals or organizations to serve as consultants to Member Section TCs in drafting specifications.

The Steering Committee is actively discussing the new OASIS IPR proposals.  We have a formal written response in a second draft form.  Two of our members are working on a document that could be shared with our members to explain the policies – and the issues they address – in lay language.

Contracts Technical Committee


Jason Harrop of the Contracts TC made a presentation during the LegalXML Member Section meeting in New Orleans on the use of XHTML in a specification for an electronic legal document.


The TC plans a face to face meeting in Sunnyvale, CA in September.

Electronic Court Filing Technical Committee


The ECFTC met face-to-face in New Orleans in April and made major progress on policy choices for the next generation electronic filing specification, which we have been referring to as “E Filing Blue” to avoid prematurely assigning a version number to it.  In particular, the committee decided to prepare separate specifications for different “profiles”, representing the most common communications and operations environments in which the specification will be used.

The Committee accepted the resignation of Mary McQueen, state court administrator for the state of Washington, on the occasion of her selection to become the next President of the National Center for State Courts.  It elected Tom Clarke, CIO for the Washington State Court System, to succeed her as public sector co-chair.


Two members of the TC have served as members of the XSTF committee of Global which has overseen the development of the Global Justice XML Data Model.  The GJXDM will be used in constructing E-Filing Blue.  

The TC has appointed a Requirements Subcommittee which will meet the end of August to prepare a formal requirements statement for E-Filing Blue and define the initial profiles for the specification.

The Committee will meet face to face in late September in Seattle.  Twenty members are registered.  The Committee will meet again in Las Vegas on December 16 and 17 to work actively on the E-Filing Blue specification.
E-Notary Technical Committee

The TC has the beginnings of a requirements document for an XML standard for an eNotary Digital Signature Service.


In the third quarter, the TC had a meeting on August 17 in conjunction with the American Bar Association annual meeting.  At that time the National Notary Association (250,000 members) attended as a special guest.  The NNA is interested in a standard to support transmitting electronic notary journal information to governmental repositories.

The TC reached three decisions:


1. To pursue eNotary requirements and an XML standard as a digital signature service based upon a document prepared by Nick Pope, who is a member of the TC. Estimate 3 mos. to requirements; 1 year to complete XML standard.


2. To do the NNA requirements and XML standard - estimate 6 mos. for requirements and 1 year for the XML standard.

3.  To work on an XML standard for horizontal usage of notarization documents in LegalXML. No timetable because of dependencies.


The TC is waiting for the NNA to join OASIS to infuse its energy into the TC’s activities.  
Integrated Justice Technical Committee


In April, the LegalXML Integration Justice Technical Committee met as part of the OASIS Symposium in New Orleans.  At that face-to-face meeting, the TC elected new co-chairs, Ellen Perry and John Ruegg, and agreed that the primary effort of the TC will be focused on developing GJXDM reference documents (schemas and instances) for a number of high priority information exchanges.  At the May conference call of the committee, it was decided that the TC would seek funds from the LegalXML Steering Committee to co-host a court reference document workshop in June with SEARCH and the National Center for State Courts.  During another conference call in early June, the TC agreed on the list of invitations to the workshop as well as the priority documents to be developed (Court Dispositions, Sentencing Orders, Traffic Citations and Protection Orders).  The workshop itself was an unqualified success with excellent participation by a wide range of jurisdictions, the drafting of the four targeted reference documents, and the documentation of best practices for the development of future reference documents.
 


In the next few months, the TC plans to meet in Seattle in September to continue the work on the four current reference documents and eventually to submit them for consideration as official GJXDM reference documents.  For the remainder of the year, the TC plans to develop additional reference documents and is considering hosting additional workshops to focus on law enforcement and corrections documents. 
Legislation Technical Committee


The TC is planning two workshops, one in September and one in November. The September workshop will focus on outreach for goals and membership to the National Conference of State Legislatures' NALIT and Legal Services groups as well as parties from other areas.  November's will focus on the use of the Dublin Core and as outreach to attendees of XML 2004.


Don Bergeron attended the NCSL's annual meeting and exposition to identify and contact new potentially interested parties. This led to an additional 20 contact points in the vendor community and legislative IT community and to the relocation of the September meeting from Washington DC to Burlington VT to raise the potential attendance. 

Online Dispute Resolution Technical Committee


The OdrXML TC has lacked the technical volunteer resources to make much headway.  An Irish solicitor, Rossa McMahon, recently contributed a chapter of her honours thesis from University College Cork dealing with the use of XML in alternative dispute resolution.  


The TC plans to hold a face-to-face meeting in Las Vegas in December in conjunction with the eCourts Conference.

I hope that this report is satisfactory to you and to the Board of Directors.







Yours truly,







[image: image2.png]









John M. Greacen







Chair, LegalXML Member Section
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