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LegalXML Member Section Report for the Fourth Quarter of 2006
Dear Patrick:

The LegalXML Member Section’s activities for the fourth quarter of 2006 and planned activities for the first quarter of 2007 are summarized below for the Steering Committee and for each of our Technical Committees.  This report also includes a discussion of our anticipated budget.
Concerns for OASIS management
The Steering Committee continues to support requiring all Member Section Technical Committees to adopt the Royalty Free on Limited Terms OASIS IPR mode. The Electronic Court Filing and e-Notarization Technical Committees have both transitioned to this IPR mode. The E-Contracts TC is currently in the process of transitioning. The Integrated Justice TC has not made any steps in this direction and is likely to terminate, as is set forth below.
We recently had an at-large election of members of the Steering Committee which used new voting rules adopted in conjunction with OASIS staff based upon OASIS membership rules. I am pleased to report that with a few growing pains, the elections were conducted flawlessly and procedures seem to be recognized to make the process even easier in future elections. Many thanks Roger Winters, Dee Schur and Scott McGrath for their efforts and fine work on this matter.
We have been fortunate to have an E-Contracts Specification reach maturity during the fourth quarter, and to see work on the Electronic Court Filing Specification progress to version 3.1 with a revision 4.0 anticipated in the first or second quarters of 2007 to accommodate the National Information Exchange Model Universal 0.2 XML schema (NIEM) being developed through the U.S. Departments of Justice and Homeland Security for global justice initiatives, which is expected in the same time frame.

In the first quarter of 2007, I anticipate that the Electronic Court Filing and e-Notarization Technical Committees will seek to engage consultants in order to bring additional TC work to maturity and/or completion, which engagements likely will exhaust all budgetary funds for the remainder of the year, reserves excepted, as noted below.

Steering Committee

The Steering Committee meets monthly on the second Wednesday of the month, now at 1:00 to 2:00 pm Eastern time. 
During the fourth quarter, the Committee:

· Conducted at-large representative elections pursuant to new voting rules.
· Finalized expenditures for consulting services to two TC’s, being the Electronic Court Filing TC and the e-Contracts TC, and resolved issues of priorities and availability of funds by consensus.
· Rolly Chambers continues to serve as our representative to ad hoc committee on OASIS organization rules created by the OASIS Board.
· Tom Clarke agreed to be a liaison between interested LegalXML TC’s and NIEM in the coordination of work of the TC’s which whose output is expected by the TC’s to comply and interoperate with NIEM 2.0 applications as practicable.

In the first quarter of 2007 the Steering Committee plans to:

· Approve expenditures for TC consultants and monitor the progress of consultant services authorized by the Steering Committee for the named beneficiary TC’s for 2007.
· Receive and evaluate proposed Rules of Procedure to govern the member section, in light of existing contract rights between OASIS and LegalXML
· Provide guidance to the TC’s as necessary in coordination with OASIS staff, and receive, consider and act upon requests from the TC’s and OASIS.

· Sunset or hibernate the Integrated Justice TC and to the extent that the work of the e-Contracts TC is complete, retire it.

Reports of the various technical committees appear below.
eContracts Technical Committee

This was a big quarter for the eContracts TC. We went through several changes and revisions to a draft of our first version of the proposed specification. At the very end of Q4 the draft specification was refined enough that the TC voted to support it with no opposition.

The current status is that we have a few changes to make per the request of Mary McRae.  In her words these changes are all "...related to adherence to OASIS style and requisite metadata/naming conventions." We expect these to be resolved in short order and then the specification will be submitted for public review. We hope that this review will go smoothly, of course, and that we will be able to complete this phase of the process.  After the public review, and incorporation of any appropriate changes to the specification document, we intend to close the Electronic Contracts TC. Although we recognize that there is a lot of work left to do in this area, we feel that it should happen under the aegis of a new TC.

This represents a landmark for the eContracts TC, but also for LegalXML and OASIS.  I would like to take this opportunity to publicly thank the TC members, the other members of LegalXML, and OASIS for their support in what has been a lengthy, and at times difficult, but ultimately worth while process.
Electronic Court Filing Technical Committee

Activities during the fourth quarter of 2006

The committee held a face-to-face meeting in Las Vegas, Nevada on December 13 and 14, 2006 and held telephone conference calls in October and November.

It received a report from its consultant MTG on technical assistance provided to the New York State Unified Court System.  Over $5,000 of the $8,000 made available by the LegalXML Member Section for this purpose remains unspent at year’s end.

The committee approved the following contents for the ECF 3.1 and ECF 4.0 releases:

ECF 3.1, which will be completed by the end of March 2007:

Making changes to implement decisions on Tom Carlson-identified definitional/mapping issues resolved in New York and by conference telephone call

Including GJXDM bar number structure

Resolving the person identifier - ID/IDref issue

Including additional person-related transactional case identifiers 

Resolving schema validation issues

Adding court filing policy enhancements to express hierarchies and context 

Allowing multiple filing parties for a filing

Allowing for differentiated filing-related fees in the response to the getFee Query

Adding an additional timestamp(s) for filing processing events 

Not requiring courtEvent in the document complete message

Possibly expanding courtEvent to include multiple documents 

Possibly including demand and judgment amount metadata

Improving directions for the use of externally defined schemas – option of using schemaLocation attribute to refer to locally cached copy of external schema and explore distribution of the externally defined schemas

Modifying the Web Services Service Interaction Profile to specify MTOM for attachments 

Adding a structure to support multiple versions of the same document 

Adding child support elements 

Including Shane Durham’s self represented litigant solution in the specification

Adding more sophisticated schema instances

ECF 4.0, which will be completed by the end of March 2008:

Conformance to NIEM 2.0


Inclusion of additional elements for appellate efiling

Inclusion of additional elements needed for civil traffic, local ordinance, and parking cases

Modifications to the Web Services Service Interaction Profile to include multiple messages in the same transaction to accommodate bulk filing and a means of “chunking” documents too large to be transmitted in a single message

Re-examination of the model for service
The Technical Committee assigned responsibility for each of these topics to individual members or small groups.  The TC co-chairs and consultant developed and posted to the TC list a schedule for completing the work for ECF 3.1.
The co-chairs approved a contract proposal submitted by MTG to complete these next two ECF releases.  They also approved MTG’s submission of an invoice for the balance of the currently-available funding to be applied to the completion of the next two ECF releases.  No funds have been requested for 2007 for the purposes of implementation of ECF 3.x or for other forms of TC outreach.

The committee approved the charter of the Outreach Subcommittee and reviewed and approved, with some recommendations, the new Subcommittee’s communications plan, with the understanding that no funding will be available to support the Subcommittee’s work.

The committee completed the transition to the Royalty Free on Limited Terms IPR mode and approved a revised charter to submit to OASIS management for approval and presentation to the membership for formal approval.  (The proposed revised charter was further amended following the Las Vegas meeting but has now been forwarded to Jamie Clark.)

At the Las Vegas meeting, the members elected the following officers for the 2007 calendar year:

Public Sector Co-chair – Tom Clarke


Private Sector Co-chair – John Greacen

Representative to LegalXML Member Section Steering Committee – Roger Winters

Secretary – Robin Gibson

Webmaster – George Knecht

Editor – Roger Winters

Associate Editor – Adam Angione
Roger Winters was named as co-chair of the Documents Subcommittee.

The dates and places for 2007 face to face meetings will be:

April 18th (afternoon) and 19th – San Diego, California (in conjunction with the OASIS symposium)

July 12th and 13th – Chicago, Illinois (in conjunction with NACM annual meeting)

October 4th and 5th – Tampa, Florida (in conjunction with the NCSC Court Technology Conference)

December 5th and 6th – Las Vegas, Nevada (provisional, depending on the amount of work to be transacted)

Plans for the first quarter of 2007

During the first quarter of 2006, the TC will complete the work on ECF 3.1 as laid out above.

Issue for OASIS management

The ECF Technical Committee has a number of inactive subcommittees.  We ask that OASIS remove them from the TC web page and archive their deliberations.  The list of inactive subcommittees has been provided to OASIS staff.

Submitted by Tom Clarke and John Greacen, Co-Chairs

E-Notary Technical Committee

1. Proposed work and status of initiatives
A. Electronic signature profiles - adopt enotary standards for server signing, server timestamping, and other methods of signing electronic notarizations. 
STATUS: The TC has continued to review the electronic signature profiles incorporated in the Electronic Court Filing (ECF) 3.0 XML specification and has tentatively accepted these or substantially similar signature profiles for electronic notarizations. 
The TC has identified a need to gain more detailed technical knowledge of existing electronic signature and digital signature technical standards and methods that could be used for electronic notarizations.  In this regard, the TC has begun seeking proposals from technical consultants to assist with drafting a proposed enotarization XML standard.
B. Identify structural patterns of notarial documents such as acknowledgments and certificates. 
STATUS: The TC has continued to review the general structural patterns of notarial documents and has identified data elements common to all notarial certificates or acknowledgments. The TC expects that these data elements will be incorporated in an XML enotarization standard as XML elements and/or attributes. This review is ongoing.
C. Establish a dictionary to define semantics for XML elements and attributes used for electronic notarizations. 
STATUS: The TC continued to develop an initial list of definitions of notarial terms that can be refined for use as part of an XML standard for electronic notarizations. The initial list is in the form of a spreadsheet. Additionally, the TC has reviewed and compared a spreadsheet of “data elements” for e-notarizations drawn from three leading notarization element vocabularies potentially useful for XML e-notarizations. The elements were based on information from the Pa Assn of Notaries & US Notary Assn, the MISMO SMART Document 1.02 DTD used in the mortgage industry, and the National Information Exchange Model Universal 0.2 XML schema being developed through the U.S. Depts. of Justice and Homeland Security. The TC will continue to identify potential elements and existing XML vocabularies for e-notarizations. 
D. Develop use cases describing various notarial acts. 
STATUS: The TC has focused on developing use cases for various common notarial acts, such as acknowledgments, for which an XML standard could be useful. Background information regarding notarial acts was reviewed and an appropriate format to follow in creating use cases was identified. An initial draft covering two use cases for e-notarizations was prepared and reviewed. The TC anticipates that the use cases will provide the basis for identifying and clarifying technical requirements for an XML standard for e-notarizations and expects to continue developing and refining the use cases on an ongoing basis. 
2. Other potential projects. 
A. Apostilles - Apostilles are international certifications regarding the identity, seal and signature of notaries. There are a few data fields only, as defined by the 1961 Hague Convention. 
STATUS: The TC will review work undertaken at a joint Hague/IULN/NNA Forum on eNotarization and eApostilles and decide whether to include an XML standard for apostilles as part of an XML standard for electronic notarizations.
3. Future activities. 
A. 1st quarter 2007 – The TC will continue focusing on engaging a technical consultant to assist in drafting an initial specification. The TC also will continue reviewing background information relevant to an XML standard for electronic notarizations. It also will continue developing and refining use cases for electronic notarizations. The TC is planning a face-to-face meeting in 2007 at a date and location to be determined.
Integrated Justice Technical Committee
No report was received from this technical committee. It has not taken steps to adopt a transitional or other IPR policy. It is anticipated that the TC will cease existence after April 2007 pursuant to OASIS IPR adoption requirements.
Budget Status Report

As provided by OASIS on January 23, 2007, our figures show:

2,494.29 Fy05 Carryover 
41,821.16 Fy06 Rec Revenues 
44,315.45 Total Funds Available 
This is more than what was anticipated for year end 2006 in preparing our 2007 budget (33,493.29 total)

The expenditures side is a little more puzzling, as we estimated
-16,000.00 earmarked for 2006 expenditures for consulting, with no other expenditures of the MS
The January 23, 2007 figures from OASIS are similarly comparable on the expense side when adjusted for certain payments still to be made but that should be accounted in the last quarter of 2006. Contrary to our figure of 16,000, OASIS’ figures show a total of 13,235.00 for 2006 member section expenditures. However, I believe these should be adjusted as follows:

8,000 attributable to e-Contracts consulting has not been but should have been included in the OASIS figures, increasing expenditures equivalently. Also 5,342.00 for the final pay-off for ECF consulting appears to have been included in the OASIS figures, and there is a question whether 1,500.00 was charged for e-Contracts but not actually delivered to it, all of which results in an adjusted figure of approximately 18,000.00 for expended funds, which is roughly equivalent to the LegalXML SC projected 2006 total expense figure of 16,000 that was used to estimate the 2007 budget.

This results in a balance carry forward for 2007 by the LegalXML initial estimates of 17,493.29 compared with 26,315.45 using the adjustments calculated above for OASIS figures.
We estimated, based upon our partial figures and assuming membership revenues to remain flat for 2007, receiving another 33,493.00 next year for a total of funds available for consulting of 50,986.58 by year end 2007. 

OASIS figures suggest with the same assumption as to membership a greater amount of available funds, namely 41,821.16 by way of membership revenues and 26,315.45 by way of carry forward for a total of 68,136.61 of available funds by year end 2007. This represents an additional 17,150.03 over and above the previously calculated estimates.

At this stage, it is not possible to track down the source of the discrepancies without coordination between LegalXML and OASIS staff so that we can be sure of our figures and their significance, but our estimates as to budget items should remain constant as follows:

Bad debt (membership withdrawals) reserve     
5,000

Unforeseen contingencies



5,000

The balance exclusive of these reserves is intended exclusively for the needs of the TC’s, with the reserve for unforeseen contingencies also to be available for the TC’s beginning in the third quarter of 2007 if no other foreseeable use is anticipated for such funds.

I therefore believe and state to you, subject to sorting out some discrepancies that are not now well-understood but seem to suggest even greater vigor than our MS section figures initially anticipated, as provided on January 27, 2007 by OASIS, that the financial health of the Section appears to be on-target and well.
I hope that this report is satisfactory to you and to the Board of Directors.

Yours truly,

s/ John H. Messing /
Chair, LegalXML Member Section
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