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The TC’s goal(s)


Our purposes – as set forth in our charter – are:

1. to develop an agreed set of technical requirements to govern self-proving electronic legal information, crafted with particular attention to 

a. the historic policies and underlying legal doctrines governing admissible and inadmissible evidence in legal proceedings; 

b. the needs of legal documents suitable for real estate acquisitions and sales; wills and estates; 

c. the needs for stable and enduring document retention policies in light of electronic document and signature legislation; 

d. legal requirements for affidavits and interstate judgments and court orders; and 

e. legal requirements for related administrative documents such as automobile documents of title; 

2. to determine the suitability of such existing or emerging standards as the W3C/IETF DSIG and other technologies to the requirements identified by the committee; 

3. to abstract the common needs for self-proving electronic legal information, with particular emphasis on e-commerce and e-government over the Internet, from both Anglo-American and civil law jurisprudence; 

4. to put into context the historic requirement of signature affixation in the physical presence of the notary traditional in the paper world; and 

5. to produce a technical specification tailored to legal requirements which works in conjunction with other existing and emerging technical standards, particularly those being developed within the LegalXML initiative and the related work of other legal and administrative standards that have dependencies upon the legal enforceability of electronic documents and signatures. 

Your recent activities


We are developing a group of use cases that are consistent with the best practices set forth in the Mission Statement of the ABA’s eTrust subcommittee, with whom we work in close collaboration. This work has been indispensable to purposes 1, 3, and 4. We also work with the OASIS Digital Signature Services TC, which has proved invaluable as to purposes 2 and 5. We are also communicating with the Property Records Industry Association that has an existing Notary DTD for real estate documents to be recorded with public agencies. This is very helpful in achieving purpose 5.


We have provided assistance to the ABA eTrust subcommittee in the architectural and technical considerations involved in the recently adopted Mission Statement of that Subcommittee, made suggestions with regard to the proposed version PRIA 2.0 enotary standard, and have begun a joint definition of an eNotary profile for use with the Digital Signature Services to-be-recommended TC proposal to OASIS for adoption as an OASIS standard.

Your products


Use cases identified consistently with enotarial best practices; enotary profile for DSS TC.

What you intend to accomplish during the next twelve months


Specifications Document and Proposed XML Data Structures based upon best practices, technical issues to be identified with the DSS TC, and PRIA’s work.

What you need from the Member Section to accomplish your goal(s)

We will discuss this issue at our next telephonic meeting after New Orleans on Tuesday, May 18th.
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