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This updated comment log refers to comments received during the comment period. The ACTION sections were discussed at the Convener Call on September 3, 2009. After the modifications indicated by ACTION COMPLETED were made, the updated charter was reviewed by the entire list of supporters without objection.

(1) Objection to “Price and characteristics of energy are not necessarily simple…” and Business Practices are non-trivial and require thorough research (relayed by William Cox from non-OASIS member)

http://lists.oasis-open.org/archives/oasis-charter-discuss/200909/msg00002.html 

RESPONSE:

The development of prices and the corresponding business practices are out of scope. From paragraph 2 of the submitted charter,

The committee will define neither market operations nor market structures; rather it will define how to exchange energy characteristics, availability, and schedules to support free and effective exchange of information in any energy market.

Later in the submitted charter:


Price and characteristics of energy are not necessarily simple. Retail markets typically have simple actionable information, in large measure because the retail markets combined with distribution are defined with clear and specific prices; wholesale markets are more complex, with transactions subject to later adjustments, e.g. for balancing costs, as well as the complexities of tariff definitions. This work does not intend to address those complexities, rather to define a means for effective information exchange that permits immediate decisions - wholesale market participants must independently understand the complexities of the markets in which they operate. But a simple quotation of price, quantity, and characteristics in a consistent way across markets has significant value, even though the participants must understand and anticipate later adjustments."


What the second paragraph tries to say is that to understand a stock quote you don't need to understand how the PRICE and what you get was determined (the market structure and many PRICING and product decisions), and to understand a sale PRICE you don't need to know the details of how the store came up with that price. What we're trying to describe is the energy analog of such price communications.

The words “pricing” and “price” are sometimes used interchangeably, but the former indicates how prices are determined, and involves business practices and processes that are out of scope for the TC. The latter is what needs to be communicated. A buyer doesn’t need to know how Sears determines its prices; they need only know what the price is.

Requirements are a committed delivery to the eMIX TC from NAESB and UCAIug as listed in the NIST Priority Action Plan for Price and Product Definition
. We are actively seeking requirements and engagement from additional stakeholders, particularly Independent System Operators and Regional Transmission Operators.

ACTION: Text will clarify that “the complexities of tariff definitions” apply to wholesale and retail markets.  We will reexamine the charter to ensure that price and pricing are used clearly.  We encourage participation from all stakeholders.

ACTION COMPLETED: Text talking about “complexities of tariff definitions” was removed. The paragraph now reads

“This work is intended to define a means for effective information exchange that permits immediate decisions - market participants must independently understand the complexities of the markets in which they operate. But the quotation of price, quantity, and characteristics in a consistent way across markets has significant value, even though the participants must understand and anticipate market and contract terms and conditions.”

In addition the entire charter was examined to find and correct any misuses of price/pricing. 

(2) Comment on significant overlap with other functions going on in the energy industry. (No link)

This summarizes portions of a private email referring in part to the NIST Priority Action Plan on Price and Product Definition (referenced earlier).

Didn’t we reach agreement that said we would use the IEC Common Information Model and requirements and use cases from NAESB and the UML from UCAIug to generate XML from OASIS that would be offered to IEC? I think that understanding is not displayed here and we have people thinking up their own requirements, use cases and UML.

We believe that this charter is consistent with the agreements made at the August NIST workshop and is following the Priority Action Plan developed by NIST (referenced earlier).

The deep integration suggested for the IEC Common Information Model and the models behind the expression of use cases from NAESB and UCAIug (which share much with business process definitions in others’ terminology) would make broad interoperation difficult. Rather the TC will work toward a vocabulary for exchange of information that will work with the deep models mentioned and others (including financial markets and wholesale markets).

ACTION: Section 2 of the charter will be reexamined and edited to clarify where this work fits with the NIST Priority Action Plan.  The TC will welcome requirements from any source, and particularly appreciates the commitment of NAESB and UCAIug to organize and contribute requirements for this work per the Priority Action Plan. This will be reflected in the charter.

We will consider including wording on shallow integration in the final charter.

We encourage participation from all stakeholders, including direct active participation and the delivery of requirements and goals. OASIS is an open standards organization that encourages participation from all industries, domains, and participants that may be involved in an information process that drives energy transactions. The OASIS process ensures that stakeholders can track and evaluate the ongoing work of the TC and submit comments at any time.

ACTION COMPLETED: Part two of the Charter was revised to emphasize the points above, including references to NIST Priority Action Plan 3,   committed inputs, and the importance of interoperating with the IEC TC57 Common Information Model.  In addition an editorial pass was performed and small modifications made and references were made to the NIST Priority Action Plans.

� � HYPERLINK "http://collaborate.nist.gov/twiki-sggrid/bin/view/_SmartGridInterimRoadmap/PAP03PriceProduct" ��http://collaborate.nist.gov/twiki-sggrid/bin/view/_SmartGridInterimRoadmap/PAP03PriceProduct�. The link, unfortunately, for this Priority Action Plan is Common Pricing Model but the title is correct—Develop Common Specification for Price and Product Definition.
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