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September 2008
This letter is an invitation to the Building Information Exchange for First Responders workshop at NIST headquarters in Gaithersburg, MD on October 15 - 16, 2008.  The objective of the workshop is to engage key stakeholders in a dialogue on the delivery of building information to the first responder communities in order to identify opportunities for collaboration and standardization.  
Presently, there is no integrated solution for delivering building data into the hands of emergency responders. Technically, there are many challenges to collect, format, process, integrate and transport building data out of the building. Beyond this, the system for making building data available must mesh with public safety networks and dispatch and emergency responder interface requirements, securely and reliably. While many stakeholder industries are working on individual technical issues, this workshop will help to ensure that the entire process has an efficient and reliable flow. 
Please RSVP to Barbara Faverty at barbara.faverty@nist.gov or (301) 975-6899 by September 1, 2008.  NIST is a U.S. Federal Government facility, so please indicate whether you are an American citizen.  Non-citizens may need to provide additional information at least 30 days prior to the meeting.  Upon confirmation of attendance, Barbara will send you a confirmation containing information about local hotels, directions to NIST, and a workshop agenda.  
A draft agenda for the workshop is attached.  If you have further technical questions or comments, please contact me.  I look forward to working with you at this important workshop.
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Sincerely,

Jason D. Averill, Group Leader

Building and Fire Research Laboratory

National Institute of Standards and Technology

jason.averill@nist.gov
(301) 975-2585

Building Information Exchange for First Responders

NIST, Building 101, Lecture Room C

Workshop Objective: The objective of the meeting is to engage key stakeholders in a dialogue on the delivery of building information to the first responder communities in order to identify opportunities for collaboration and standardization.  Primary topics include the PSAP network interface, communication protocols, data encapsulation standards, and security (including user and machine authentication and verification).
Preliminary Agenda

October 15, 2008

9:00 a.m.
Overview and Welcome (Averill)

9:15 a.m.
NIST’s Overall Vision of Building Information Flow (Holmberg)
9:45 a.m.
Stakeholder Presentations
· BISACS Overview

· Central Station Overview

· Next Generation 9-1-1 Overview

· APCO Project 36 Overview

· Emergency Command Center Overview

· SB30 Overview

Noon

Lunch

1:00 p.m.
Panel Discussion on Technical Issues

· PSAP Network Interface

· Communication Protocols

5:00 p.m.
Adjourn

October 16, 2008

9:00 a.m.
Panel Discussion on Technical Issues

· Data Encapsulation

· Security 

Noon

Lunch
1:00 p.m.
Further Discussion, Summary and Next Steps
3:00 p.m.
Adjourn
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