	Software - WinCVS
	Info T.O.C.


Description

…

About Sourceforge CVS

CVS, Concurrent Versions System, is a centralized Revision Control System (RCS). SourceForge.net provides CVS service to all hosted projects. In order to access the CVS service, a CVS client (like WinCVS) is needed. CVS allows developers to keep a historical record of changes made to their source code tree, and to allow multiple developers to work on a single set of files at the same time without accidentally overwriting changes made by other developers. 

Sourceforge CVS does not work as an ordinary CAD system where you check out a file, modify it, and checks it back in for others to modify. In Sourceforge CVS, files are never being checked out. Instead the CVS system allows concurrent editing. This means that if two different users edit the same file at the same time, a conflict will occur when the second file is being uploaded ("committed"). If this happens, Sourceforge CVS returns a message notifying the user of the conflict, and then merges the two new editions into one. It's advised to look into this file afterwards because the merging process isn't always perfect. 

When you check in changes to a file, Sourceforge CVS puts a lock on that file for the duration of the check in. This is to prevent someone else checking in the file at the exact same time. As soon as the CVS system has successfully committed the changes, it removes the lock and allows others access to the file. 

Sometimes the removal of the lock fails. This stops others from accessing that file. The message displayed by Sourceforge CVS when trying to access a locked file is shown below. 

cvs checkout: Updating dexlib/data/dex/work_package_definition
cvs checkout: [11:43:42] waiting for tim's lock in /cvsroot/dexlib/dexlib/data/dex/work_package_definition
To remove the lock on a file you need administrator access to the CVS repository. Therefore a support request must be sent to SourceForge.net team for assistance. It could take a couple of days before the request is being addressed, but given that SourceForge.net are supporting over 100,000 projects and over 1 million users (https://sourceforge.net/docs/about) with no costs, this waiting time must be considered reasonable. 
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