ebXML Registry




OASIS ebXML Registry

Proposal: Registration of XML Tags

Category: New functionality to draft specifications

Date: July 11, 2001
Author: Joseph Chiusano

Status of this Document

This document is a draft proposal whose purpose is to solicit additional input. 
1 Abstract

This document proposes enhancements to the RIM to allow XML tags to be registered in an ebXML registry.  

2 Motivation

The primary motivation is to enable registry users to achieve higher levels of consistency among XML tags in DTDs, Schemas, and thus XML documents.  This can lead to greater harmonization of XML tags both within and across organizations.

3 Proposed Deliverables

The following concrete deliverables are proposed:

1. Addition of XML Tag  as a type of registered object in RIM 

2. Addition of a new association (name not yet determined) in RIM, to allow an XML tag to be associated with each DTD/Schema/XML Document in which it occurs

3. Addition of the ability to verify upon submission of a DTD/Schema that all tags in the DTD/Schema are contained in the XML registry

4. Addition of a global registry setting allowing the above verification feature to be activated or deactivated as desired

5. Addition of a global registry setting that determines the action taken for any unregistered tags that are found – i.e. rejection of the DTD/Schema, or automatic registration of tags with predetermined default values in registry entry

4 Use Cases

4.1 Registration of XML Tags

An organization wishes to ensure that all of the tags contained within its DTDs/ Schemas are consistent wherever possible.  Therefore, the organization registers all of its valid tags in an XML registry.  The organization will continue to register new tags over time as its needs require.  Because a tag is a registered object, it can be classified and queried as needed.

4.2 Verification of XML Tags in Submitted DTDs

Upon submission of a DTD/Schema, the XML registry verifies that each of the tags contained within the DTD/Schema exist in the XML registry.  If any are found to not exist, the registry can either reject the submission, or automatically register these tags with predetermined default values in the registry entry.  The verification and action taken would be determined by global registry settings.

4.3 Query of XML Tags for Use in New DTD/Schema

A user needs to create a new DTD/Schema (or update an existing one), and wishes to use registered tags wherever possible.  The user queries the XML registry based on name, description, classification, etc. (all the criteria for a registered object) to discover the tags they will use.

4.4 Query of DTDs/Schemas/XML Documents in Which A Registered XML Tag is Used

A user has located a tag for use in a DTD/Schema/XML Document and would like to examine other DTDs/Schemas in which that tag is used.  The user queries the XML registry using a new association (name not yet determined) that associates a registered XML tag to each DTD/Schema/XML Document in which it occurs.
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