Preliminary Programme

eGovernment Workshop on 
Semantic Interoperability  

Brønnøysund Register Centre,

Norway

 22–23 June 2004

Exchange of good practice

Identification of data through

 metadata and use of standards
Target Audience:

- Government representatives responsible for eGovernment policy

- Experts from ministries and agencies 

- Business representatives

- Research community

Norwegian Ministry of Trade and Industry

Brønnøysund Register Centre 

In co-operation with the European Commission    

Scope of the workshop

Date and place for the Workshop

The Workshop will be held at Brønnøysund Register Centre in Brønnøysund, Norway, June 22-23,   2004. 

Registration

Brønnøysund Registration Centre will establish a registration service at www.brreg.no/workshop.

Conference fee

There is no conference fee. Participants will have to cover expenses for travel and accommodation.   

From Oslo there is a two hour flight to Brønnøysund, with several daily departures.  

This preliminary program is a call for participants and contributions. 

Contributions to the good practice session are most welcome, see the attached programme. The initial preparation concentrates on good practice examples and follow-up of the European eGovernment Conference 2003 at Como.     

For further information, please contact  

· Area coordinator for e-government for administrations Alejandro Moya, the European Commission, email address: alejandro.moya@cec.eu.int
· Coordinator for semantic interoperability Emilio Castrillejo, the European Commission, email address: emilio.castrillejo@cec.eu.int
· Director General Erik Fossum, Brønnøysund Register Centre, email address: erik.fossum@brreg.no

· Deputy Director General Håkon Olderbakk, Brønnøysund Register Centre: email address ho@brreg.no
· Deputy Director General Fred-Arne Ødegaard, Norwegian Ministry of Trade and Industry, email address: fao@nhd.dep.no 

Draft programme:

Tuesday June 22 


11.00 Opening address by Government Representative 



and Director General at the Brønnøysund Register Centre



Erik Fossum

Participants arriving the day before will get the possibility of a guided tour at the Brønnøysund Register Centre, starting at 09.00 pm, Tuesday 22.    


11.20 Keynote speaker: eGovernment services and Pan-European challenges,

                    Head of unit, Paul Timmers, The European Commission 


12.00 Introduction to the good practice session:

            -Organisational aspects (benefits, access to metadata services etc)

            -Technical implementation aspects (XML, Xforms, ebXML etc)

            -Theoretical aspects (standards, identification of data, models, methods)


  -Pan-European challenges related to technical implementation and 


    organisational aspects 
    
  

12.15   Five cases of European good practice       

13.30   Lunch


14.15   Good practice, continued

          15.00   Questions and discussion     


15.30   Coffee 


16.00   Invited speaker: Improved services and efficiency using standards,          

                      Man-Sze Li, UK, CEN/ISSS eBusiness Standards Focus Group      


17.00  Organisation of the groups - presentation of participants 

17.30  End of workshop day 1

18.30  Boat trip to Vega Island. Dinner at a unique fish restaurant.


23.30  Return to Brønnøysund

Wednesday June 23


 9.00  Picture show from Tuesday’s excursion

 
 9.10  
Group sessions. Four groups each address one main issue: 

                       -Organisational aspects,  

            -Technical implementation aspects 

            -Theoretical aspects 


  -Pan-European challenges  
    
  

 
11.15 End of group sessions. Coffee.  

 
12.30 Semantic interoperability initiatives: 

          Supporting Administrations to move forward: representatives from   

          organisations such as OASIS, W3C, Dublin Core, eBIF and UN/CEFACT,

          panel discussion      

          13.30 Lunch


15.00 Plenary session: Reports from the groups. Discussion      


15.30 Deliverables from the workshop. How to proceed?

 
16.30 Workshop ends

Brønnøysund Register Centre





Brønnøysund Register Centre is an agency under the Ministry of Trade and Industry. It is responsible for  national control and registration forms  for enterprises. The centre also provides  electronic services to  individuals.





The centre’s overall purpose is to improve the conditions for financial security and efficiency in Norway. 





The centre plays an important role in the Norwegian eGovernment program. The Centre provides services such as:  


registers of legal entities


information to the business community concerning  data submission requirements 


access to metadata 





Starting May 2004 the centre will offer a common portal for  electronic reporting of data from  businesses to three public agencies: The Norwegian Tax Administration,  Statistics Norway and the Register Centre.  








Background





At the Como eGovernment Conference in July 2003, the Norwegian Minister of Trade and Industry, Mr Ansgar Gabrielsen, issued an invitation to a workshop on data-definitions and metadata at the Brønnøysund Register Centre. 


The workshop is a contribution to the European effort on co-operation in innovation and exchange of good practice. The theme of the workshop, Semantic Interoperability, is important in this context.    





The main goals for eGovernment programmes are to develop user-friendly and efficient services to the public and the business community. Semantic Interoperability is an important prerequisite for providing services such as:  





electronic interfaces between the business community and public sector facilitating  exchange of data and information collection   


common repositories of metadata, widely accessible and serving many purposes


one-stop shop web-based services for access to data and metadata     








Brønnøysund Register Centre is responsible for operating these registers and developing the applications. The work continues and challenges remain, at the  national as well as at the pan-European level.  














Scope of the Workshop





This workshop addresses Semantic Interoperability and some aspects of Organisational and Technical Interoperability.    





Semantic Interoperability is concerned with the precise meaning of exchanged information. The exchanged  information can, when well defined, be combined with other information resources and  processed  it in a correct and meaningful manner.  





In these efforts, definitions based on internationally recognised metadata, methods and standards are very helpful.  





Technical Interoperability covers   issues such as linking up computer systems and services. This includes open interfaces, interconnection services, data integration and middleware, data presentation and exchange, accessibility and security services.


 


Organisational interoperability is concerned with defining business goals, modelling business processes and encourage co-operation between administrations.





The workshop will contribute to the topic Semantic Interoperability by: 


 


Describing state-of-the-art in Europe by presentations of good practice


Documentation of identified and agreed principles, methodology and standards related to identification of data 























