A composite may include another composite by using the include element. This provides a recursive inclusion capability. The semantics of included composites are that the element content children of the included composite are inlined, with certain modification, into the using composite. This is done recursively till the resulting composite does not contain an include element. The outer included composite element itself is discarded in this process – only its contents are included as described below:
1. All the element content children of the included composite are inlined in the including composite.

2. The attributes targetNamespace, name, constrainingType, and local of the included composites are discarded.

3. All the namespace declaration on the included composite element are added to the inlined element content children unless the namespace binding is overridden by the element content children.

4. The attribute autowire, if specified on the included composite, is included on all inlined component element children unless the component child already specifies that attribute.
5. The attribute values of requires and policySet, if specified on the included composite, are merged with corresponding attribute on the inlined component, service and reference children elements. Merge in this context means a set union.
6. Extension attributes ,if present on the included composite, must follow the rules defined for that extension. Authors of attribute extensions on the composite element must define rules for inclusion.
If the included composite has the value true for the attribute local then the including composite must have the same value for the local attribute, else it is considered an error.
The composite file used for inclusion can have any contents, but its document root element must be composite. The composite element may contain any of the elements which are valid as child elements of a composite element, namely components, services, references, wires and includes. There is no need for the content of an included composite to be complete, so that artifacts defined within the using composite or in another associated included composite file may be referenced. For example, it is permissible to have two components in one composite file while a wire specifying one component as the source and the other as the target can be defined in a second included composite file.
It is an error if the (using) composite resulting from the inclusion is invalid – for example, if there are duplicated elements in the using composite (eg. two services with the same uri contributed by different included composites). It is not considered an erorr if the (using) composite resulting from the inclusion is incomplete (eg. wires with non-existent source or target). Such incomplete resulting composites are permitted to allow recursive composition.
