Eve’s Assertion Strawman 11 June 2001

This is an extremely abstract strawman proposal that shows how three distinct levels give an opportunity to factor out common content (subelements) and metadata (attributes). I merely stole Dave’s subelement structure for most of the molecules, knowing that everything still needs a lot of discussion before we have a common understanding of structure requirements.

Here are questions that should be asked before we get too much more specific with the structure (e.g., deciding whether Conditions and/or Advice should be available on all three levels and whether requests must share the same structure as responses):

· Is our list of required metadata complete (regardless of the level it should be on)?

· Is the list of information required in each kind of atom complete?
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For comparison, here is my approximate diagram for Dave’s assertion proposal sent out last week. The notation I’m using is one that I use in my DTD development methodology; it shows elements and attributes, but does not show the type structure.  Type hierarchy design is another thing I believe we should defer until we know that the list of “things” that must be captured is complete.
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