4 SAML Versioning

SAML version information appears in the following elements:

· <Assertion>

· <Request>

· <Response>

The version numbering of the SAML assertion is independent of the version number of the SAML request-response protocol. The version information for each consists of a major version number and a minor version number, both of which are integers. In accordance with industry practice a version number SHOULD be presented to the user in the form Major.Minor. This document defines SAML Assertions 1.0 and SAML Protocol 1.0. 

The version number MajorB.MinorB is higher than the version number MajorA.MinorA if and only if:

MajorB > MajorA ( ( ( MajorB = MajorA ) ( MinorB > MinorA )

Each revision of SAML SHALL assign version numbers to SAML assertions and to the SAML request-response protocol that are the same as or higher than the corresponding version number in the SAML version that immediately preceded it. The specifications may be revised without a change to the SAML major or minor version number, as long as the specification changes raise no compatibility issues with SAML implementations.

New versions of SAML SHALL assign new version numbers as follows:

· Minor upgrade: ( MajorB = MajorA ) ( ( MinorB > MinorA )
If the major version number of versions A and B are the same and the minor version number of B is higher than that of A, the new SAML version MAY introduce changes to the SAML schema and semantics but any changes that are introduced in B SHALL be compatible with version A.

· Major upgrade: MajorB > MajorA 
If the major version of B number is higher than the major version of A, Version B MAY introduce changes to the SAML schema and semantics that are incompatible with A.

4.1 SAML Assertion Version

A SAML authority MUST NOT issue any assertion whose version number is not supported.

A SAML relying party MUST reject any assertion whose major version number is not supported.

A SAML relying party MAY reject any assertion whose version number is higher than the highest supported version.

4.2 SAML Protocol Version
4.3 The version numbers used in SAML protocol <Request> and <Response> elements will be the same for any particular revision of the SAML specification.
4.4 Request Version

A SAML requester 
SHOULD issue requests that specify the highest SAML version supported by both the SAML requester and the SAML responder.

If the SAML requester does not know the capabilities of the SAML responder it should assume that it supports the highest SAML version supported by the requester .

4.5 Response Version

A SAML responder MUST NOT issue responses that specify a higher SAML version number than the corresponding request. 

A SAML responder MUST NOT issue a response that has a major version number that is lower than the major version number of the corresponding request except to report the error RequestVersionTooHigh.

An error response resulting from incompatible SAML protocol versions MUST result in reporting a top-level StatusCode value of VersionMismatch, and MAY result in reporting one of the following second-level values:

RequestVersionTooHigh
The protocol version specified in the request is a major upgrade from the highest protocol version supported by the SAML responder.

RequestVersionTooLow
The SAML responder cannot respond to the particular request using the SAML version specified in the request because it is too low.

RequestVersionDeprecated
The SAML responder does not respond to any requests with the protocol version specified in the request.

�Our glossary and domain model defines an authority as a system entity that issues assertions.  A requestor does not  issue assertions – at least not in all cases. The glossary indicates this should be a requester.


�Our glossary does not define a “responder”, although it does define a “requester”.  We need to add it.





