Section 3 Conformance Guidelines
The authors of this reference model envision that architects may wish to declare their architecture is conformant with this reference model. In order to be conformant to this reference model, a mapping must be made from each core element of this reference model to components of the conformant architecture.
The following guidelines must be followed for an architecture to be conformant with the SOA Reference Model:
· All services shall be opaque [see Sections 2.1 and 2.1.1]

· Every service shall have precisely one canonical service description [see Section 2]

· Every service description shall contain at least the following elements [see Section 2.1.2]:

· Data Model [see Section 2.3.1]

· Policy [see Section 2.2.1]

· Contract [see Section 2.2.2]
· There shall exist a mechanism to convey awareness of a service to all consumers [see Section 2.4]

· Every service shall advertise their service description via this mechanism [see Section 2.4]
