systems cannot be understood by a simple decomposition into parts and subsystems. They must be understood within their context or environment. particularly when there are many interactions among the parts. For example, a biological ecosystem is a self-sustaining association of plants, animals, and the physical environment in which they live. Understanding an ecosystem often requires this holistic perspective of the system and its environment rather than one focusing on the system's individual parts.

The SOA Ecosystem described in this document occupies the boundary between Business and IT. It is neither wholly IT nor wholly Business, but is of both worlds. Neither Business nor IT completely own, govern and manage this SOA Ecosystem. Both sets of concerns must be accommodated for the SOA Ecosystem to fulfill its purposes. Business needs drive the development of services delivered through IT, which provides the capability that satisfies those needs. This is the business value of SOA.

 From a holistic perspective, a SOA-based system is a network of independent services, machines, the people who operate, affect, use and govern those services as well as ..
