1. The UNeDocs Working Group

At their meetings held on 29 and 30 January 2005, the UN/CEFACT Bureau & Forum Management Group approved the setting up of a new project to continue the work of the current UNeDocs project jointly undertaken by UNECE and SITPRO and supported by SITPRO and the Swiss Government as an integrated part of the Forum’s workplan. The current UNeDocs project work will be transferred with immediate effect to TBG as the UNeDocs TBG2 Work Group. The mandate of this new group will include the completion and ongoing maintenance of the UNeDocs Digital Trade Documents which will provide a global standard for trade documents in paper or electronic formats.

The UNeDocs standard will simplify international trade and increase security in the international supply chain through the exchange of less but better data. The UNeDocs trade documents will implement international standards and best business practice. Traders and administrations of all countries can use the documents both in paper and electronic format depending on their needs, capabilities and the regulatory framework. The purpose of the new project under UN/CEFACT is to open a migration path from the current, paper based information exchange to paperless trade. 

The UNeDocs document specifications will integrate widely used UN standards for the simplification of trade documents and cross border trade such as the UN Layout Key (Recommendation 1)and the Trade Data Element Directory Standard (ISO 7372), with Electronic Data Interchange standards such as UN/EDIFACT (Recommendation 25) and latest XML related standards such as ebXML Core Components (ISO 15000-5) and Web based technologies. UNeDocs documents are designed to be implemented with low cost software and can serve as a platform to connect the user to value added Web Services. 

The Group will develop the paper and electronic specifications for the core documents used in international trade and will also support national, regional and international projects for Single Window implementations and paperless trade through development of customized document specifications. 
The project team which will lead this new UNeDocs Working Group consists of:

· Joint project Team Leads - Michael Dill (DE), Sue Probert (GB)

· Technical Editor - Jean McInerney (GB)

· Secretary and Liaison to the UNeDocs Stakeholder Group - Markus Pikart (UNECE).

UN/CEFACT is now issuing a Call for Experts to participate in this new TBG2 UNeDocs Working Group. Membership is invited from representatives of the Forum Permanent Groups, Country initiatives and key international trade document stakeholders to ensure that the resultant UNeDocs standards obtain the widest possible level of acceptance and thereby achieve the delivery of a set of UN/CEFACT Digital Trade Documents which will offer quantifiable benefits for all member countries. 
The expertise of participants should include specialised competence in the areas of documentary aspects of international trade and transport, trade facilitation and data management. In addition, the project requirements include UN/EDIFACT and XML expertise and understanding of the use of CCTS data modeling tools.

The first meeting of the TBG2 Work Group will take place at the 6th 

UN/CEFACT Forum which will be held from 14 to 18 March 2005 at the 

Renaissance Kuala Lumpur Hotel, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

Interested delegations please contact: Markus.Pikart@unece.org for further information.

2. Stakeholder Group for paperless Trade
The commitment and sustained support by UNeDocs major stakeholders will be essential to the success of the TBG2 Work Group and the implementation of the standard. To this end a Stakeholder Group, composed of trade policy experts and representatives from the business community, transport, banking and finance, customs and other government agencies, and trade service providers will be convened. This Stakeholder Group should formulate its needs, agree on documentary requirements and provide support to the development and implementation of the document standards. 

Participants will include the owners of international trade 

and transport documents such as FIATA, IATA, IMO, WCO, EU, ICS, ICC, UNCTAD, IRU ect. who aim to provide an electronic alternative to paper documents and all other interested parties involved in the 

development of paperless trade documents. 

A first meeting of the Stakeholder Group will be established through the 3rd UN/CEFACT Executive Forum on “Paperless trade in international Supply Chains: Enhancing Efficiency and Security”, Geneva June 20 and 21st 2005. 
For further information please contact: Jean.Kubler@unece.org or Markus.Pikart@unece.org.

Thanks for your help,

Mike

