Registration is now open!!!
Don’t Delay!!!

2007 Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 
Software Developers Conference

June 11 – June 12, 2007
The 2007 IRS Software Developers Conference will be held June 11 and June 12 at the Marriott Crystal City Gateway Hotel in Arlington, Virginia.   The conference will provide informational sessions, workshops and question and answer sessions on issues of interest to IRS e-file software developers and transmitters and anyone interested in the field of electronic tax preparation, transmission or processing.
. 

This conference offers the software community an excellent opportunity to provide input to the Service’s plans for current and future electronic programs and services for tax professionals, individual taxpayers, and businesses
Conference Location 
Marriott Crystal Gateway



1700 Jefferson Davis Highway
Arlington, VA 22202
Phone: 703-920-3230




(Free Shuttle from Reagan Airport and a short walk from the Crystal City Metro Stop (Blue and Yellow Lines)

Conference Registration and Hotel Reservations:

On-line Registration for the conference and on-line hotel reservations can be made by accessing the following link:     http://www.irsSoftwareDevelopersConference.com/
The website will allow you to:

1.
Register on-line for the IRS conference (there is no fee to register)

2.
Make hotel reservations at the lower group rate of $162 per night (Must be reserved my May 14)
· If you register on line use the group code IRSIRSA
· If you register by phone 1-800-228-9290 use the group block “IRSIRSA” or IRS Software Developers Conference”
3.
Get updated conference/agenda information

Conference Agenda    
Attached is the latest conference agenda.  We have tried to listen to input from the software and practitioner communities as well as IRS / ETA management in order to provide you with the information you need, and to get you the most up to date information related to IRS / ETA and tax software development issues.  Topics include Electronic Signatures, EMS Updates, Interoperability, Modernized e-File, Security, Payroll Issues, Service Oriented Architecture and much more

[image: image1.emf]2007 SDC  Agenda.doc


For Additional information or should you have any questions please contact: Justin McCarty, Conference Coordinator at (202) 283-2665 or send an e-mail to IRS.SW.CONF@irs.gov.    See you there!!!
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Internal Revenue Service


Software Developers Conference


June 11 – June 12, 2007

Monday, June 11

                                                 Click on the presentation name for more details

		Session

		Main Ballroom



		8:00 am – 8:30 am

		Welcome & Overview

		Bert DuMars, Director 

Electronic Tax Administration

Internal Revenue Service





		8:30 am – 9:00 am

		Keynote Speaker

		Deborah M. Nolan, Commissioner

Large and Mid Sized Businesses (LMSB) 


Internal Revenue Service





		9:00 am – 10:00 am

		What’s New in EMS for 2008

		Carolyn Davis, Sr. Program Analyst

Electronic Tax Administration 


Internal Revenue Service





		1000A – 1030A

		Break



		10:30am – 11:30 am

		Modernized e-File 

		Victor Coleman  or Valarie Gunter, 

Development Services

Internal Revenue Service






		1130A – 100P

		Lunch



		Session

		Seminar Room 1


Room Name

		Seminar Room 2


Room Name



		1:00 pm – 2:00 pm

		Where are the Security Guidelines for Protecting Taxpayer Information?

Carolyn Davis, Sr. Program Analyst

Shirley Cannady, Sr. Program Analyst

Electronic Tax Administration

Internal Revenue Service



		Tax Year 2007 E-File Changes  

Sandy Clifton, Chief  e-Submission Branch

Submission Processing 


Internal Revenue Service





		2:00 pm – 3:00 pm



		Security Implications of New Technology Implementations

George Jakabcin, Assistant Deputy Associate CIO, 

Systems Integration 

Internal Revenue Service



		 e-Help Desk

Keith Wallace, Policy Analyst


Customer Account Services


Internal Revenue Service





		300P – 330P

		Break

		Break



		3:30 pm – 4:30 pm

		CADE: The Foundation of the IRS Business Modernization Projects

Jeff Cooper, CADE Business Assurance Executive

Submission Processing 


Internal Revenue Service



		More PINs......Less Form 8453  

Thomas Bruce, Section Chief

Individual e-File Section

Internal Revenue Service





		





Internal Revenue Service


Software Developers Conference


June 11-12, 2007

Tuesday, June 12

		Session

		Seminar Room 1

Room Name

		Seminar Room 2

Room Name

		Seminar Room 3

Room Name



		8:00  am

		InterOperability Summit


Harm-Jan van Burg, Chair, OASIS Tax XML Technical Committee (Netherlands)

		New Forms for Employment Tax – Amended Form 941 and Schedule R

Speaker TBD

		MeF - Here a Version, There a Version, Everywhere a Version 


Lee Lawrence


Xan Ostro


Joan Barr, 

ETA Development Services


Internal Revenue Service



		8:15

		Interoperability Drivers – Why Business Should Care

Facilitated Panel


Larry Johnson, 

OMG Board of Directors

		

		



		9:00 am

		Standards are Boring – Standards and Interoperability

Jon Seigel, VP Technology Transfer, OMG

		Form Changes & Software Updates – Timing and Schedule Issues

Speaker TBD



		MeF – Obtuse Error Messages and Other Security Perks

Lee Lawrence


Xan Ostro


Joan Barr, 

ETA Development Services


Internal Revenue Service



		9:30am

		IRS – SOA Roadmap

Avi Bender, Director


Enterprise Architecture


Internal Revenue Service

		

		



		1000A – 1030A

		OMG SOA Framework

Harsh Sharma, Co-chair OMG Special Interest Group 

		Break

		Break



		10::30 am

		Case Studies – Real World Examples of Interoperability and  SOA Application Successes and Challenges

Panel Facilitator:


Larry Johnson


Tethers End Consulting   

		2008 Updates – Important Changes for Payroll Tax Filers 

Speaker TBD

		MeF – Odds and Ends

Lee Lawrence


Xan Ostro


Joan Barr, 

ETA Development Services


Internal Revenue Service



		1130A – 100P

		Lunch

		Lunch

		Lunch



		Session

		Room Name



		1:00 pm

		Interoperability Technologies, Methodologies and Models

Panel Discussion 

		MeF Excise Tax Rollout

Loretta Engram, Sr. Manager

ETA Development Services


Internal Revenue Service 

		How the IRS Handles Late Legislation

Joe Kosloski, Chief E-File Systems / Electronic Processing

Internal Revenue Service



		2:00 pm




		

		My Tax Account Online - ICAS

Kevin Nolan,  ICAS Program Manager

Internal Revenue Service

		Universal e-Signatures

Kevin Hatton, Sr Program Analyst

Electronic Tax Administration 


Internal Revenue Service



		2:30 pm 

		Impact of Interoperability on Tax Software Development

John Glubitz,  and Michael Roytman, Vertex, Incorporated

		

		



		3:00 – 3:15 pm

		

		Break

		Break



		3:15 – 4:00 pm

		Interoperability Summit Closing Remarks and Feedback Session

Susan Smoter, Electronic Tax Administration, IRS

		EITC Error - Could Software be Part of the Solution?

Panel Discussion

Facilitator


Debra Holland, Director

EITC Office


Internal Revenue Service

		Where are the Security Guidelines for Protecting Taxpayer Information?

Carolyn Davis, Sr. Program Analyst


Electronic Tax Administration


Internal Revenue Service





		2007 Software Development Conference


Program Presentation Tracks





		General Sessions 




		Monday, June 11

Whats New in EMS for 2008?

Modernized e-File 

		Main Ballroom


Main Ballroom 

		9:00am – 10:00am

9:00am – 10:00am

   





		Electronic Signatures




		Monday, June 11

More PINs, Less Forms 8453

Tuesday, June 12


Universal e-Signatures

		Room 2

Room 3 

		3:30pm – 4:30pm

2:00pm – 3:00pm 





		Interoperability



		Tuesday, June 12


Interoperability Drivers: Why Business Should Care

Standards are Boring – Standards and Interoperability

Technologies, Methodologies and Models 

The Impact of Interoperability on Tax Software Development

		Room 1


Room 1 

Room 1


Room 1

		8:15am – 9:00am

9:00am – 9:30am

   1:00pm – 2:30am

    2:30m  - 3:30 pm 





		Modernized e-File



		Monday, June 11


Modernized e-File




Tuesday, June 12

CADE:  The Foundation of IRS Business Modernization Projects 


Here a Version, There a Version, Everywhere a Version

Obtuse Error Messages And Other Security Perks/

Odds & Ends/

Excise Tax Rollout

		Main Ballroom


Room 1


Room 3


Room 3


Room 3


Room 2

		 9:00am – 10:00am

3:30pm – 4:30 pm


 8:00am – 9:00am

9:00am – 10:00am 

10:30am – 11:00am


   1:00pm – 2:00pm





		Security



		Monday, June 11


Where are the Guidelines for Protecting Taxpayer Information?

Security Implications of New Technology Implementations




		Room 1


Room 1

		1:00 pm  - 2:00 pm    

2:00 pm  - 3:00 pm    







		Payroll Issues



		Tuesday, June 12


New Forms for Employment Tax – Amended Form 941 and Schedule R


Form Changes & Software Updates – Timing and Schedule Issues


2008 Updates – Important Changes for Payroll Tax Filers 



		Room 2


Room 2 

Room 2

		8:00am – 9:00am

9:00am – 10:00am

10:30am – 11:30am 





		Service Oriented Architecture



		Tuesday, June 12


IRS SOA Roadmap


OGA SOA Roadmap


Case Studies / Real World Examples of Interoperability and SOA Applications

 

		Room 1


Room 1


Room 1




		9:30am - 10:00am


10:00am – 10:30am


10:30am–12:00pm

 





Program Information

Monday, June 11, 2007


(Listed by Presentation Time)


		What’s New in EMS for 2008?

		Main Ballroom



		Carolyn Davis, Sr Program Analyst, Technology Programs Branch

		Monday, June 11     9:00 am



		Find out about improvements and required major changes that affect every software developer and transmitter.  We listened to you, and we are also implementing some frequently requested process improvements       Back





		Modernized e-File General Update

		Main Ballroom



		Presenter TBD

		Monday, June 11   10:00 am



		Program under development      Back





		Where are the Security Guidelines for Protecting Taxpayer Data

		Breakout Room 1



		Carolyn Davis, Sr Program Analyst, Electronic Tax Administration


Shirley Cannady, Sr. Program Analyst, Electronic Tax Administration

		Monday, June 11     1:00 pm



		See a preview of the guidelines for businesses to protect taxpayer information.  Find out how your software can help your customers protect taxpayer information       Back





		Tax Year 2007 e-File Changes

		Seminar Room 2



		Sandy Clifton, Chief, Submission Processing, Internal Revenue Service

		Monday, June 11     1:00 pm



		New forms added for TY 2007 for individual filers, Form 1041 PIN initiative, electronically enabling Form 1040PR/SS, and changes to PATS testing.        Back





		Security Implications of New Technology Implementations

		Seminar Room 1



		George Jakabcin, Assistant Deputy Associate CIO, Systems Integration – Internal Revenue Service



		Monday, June 11     2:00 pm



		Recent published audit reports on the state of the IRS IT security and privacy have highlighted the importance of proper selection, configuration, implementation and operation of security technology and methodologies.  This presentation will explore the need for IT security engineering as an integrated partner in the development process.  Contemporary examples will be discussed in this fast paced session.      Back





		e-Help Desk

		Seminar Room 2



		Kieth Wallace, Policy Analyst, Customer Account Services – Internal Revenue Service

		Monday, June 11     2:00 pm



		Updates regarding the e-Help Desk operations and assistance      Back





		CADE: The Foundation of the IRS Business Modernization Projects

		Breakout Room 2



		Jeff Cooper, CADE Business Assurance Executive Submission Processing 


Internal Revenue Service

		Monday, June 11     3:30 pm



		The Customer Account Data Engine (CADE) is an online modernized data infrastructure that will house taxpayer accounts and tax return data for more than 200 million taxpayers      Back





		More PINs, Less Forms 8453

		Breakout Room 2



		Thomas Bruce, Section Chief,  Individual e-File, Internal Revenue Service

		Monday, June 11     3:30 pm



		IMF e-file will be promoting the PIN signature method to help decrease the usage of Form 8453.       Back





Program Information

Tuesday, June 12, 2007


(Listed by Presentation Time)


		New Forms for Employment Tax – Amended Form 941 and Schedule R

		Seminar Room 2



		Speaker TBD

		Tuesday, June 12     8:00 am



		Two new forms are in development for employment tax filing. The new Form 94X, Amended Employment Tax Return, expected to be released in 2008, and Schedule R, Allocation Schedule for Aggregate Form 941 Filers, expected in 2009. Find out how these new forms will affect the way you file and get the latest information from the development team.       Back





		Here a Version, There a Version, Everywhere a Version

		Seminar Room 3



		Joan Barr – ETA Development Services – Internal Revenue Service

Xan Ostro  – ETA Development Services – Internal Revenue Service

Lee Lawrence  - ETA Development Services – Internal Revenue Service

		Tuesday, June 12     8:00 am



		Interactive technical discussions on subjects such as:  schema versioning - minor versus major revision, version backward compatibility, shared forms among form types and keeping them in sync, multiple valid schemas, etc.  Plus, a discussion on a schema version schedule and how to minimize impact to stakeholders and alternatives to handling late changes.      Back





		Interoperability Drivers – Why Business Should Care

		Seminar Room 1



		Facilitator: Larry Johnson, Tethers End Consulting, OMG Bd of Directors


Panel Members:


         Harm Jan van Burg, OASIS Tax XML Technical Committee Chair


         Andy Greener, Her Majesty Revenue and Customs UK


         Paul Madden, Australia Department of Treasury


         John Butler, Everware, CBDI


         Ashok Kumar, Avis Budget

		Tuesday, June 12   8:30 am



		Organizations have traditionally hoarded their data, building complex repositories for every kind of information.  Today, information is the fuel that runs the global economy.  But to access this stored information, modern systems have to be able to interoperate with all the players in the Tax Ecosystem and similar information-dependent business cycles.  This session is aimed at exposing the business drivers behind Operability and discusses why this is important for the Software Industry       Back





		Standards are Boring – Standards and Interoperability

		Seminar Room 1



		John Siegel, Vice President, Technology Transfer, OMG

		Tuesday, June 12   9:00 am



		Nothing stands in the way of interoperability more than incompatibility - incompatible protocols, incompatible data formats, incompatible operations, incompatible semantics, and incompatible you-name-its. The key to solving the incompatibility problem is standards, but standards tend to be low-priority to both end-users (who are focused on solving important short-term problems) and vendors (who may not see interoperability with competitors as an important product attribute). This talk will outline both business and technical factors driving standardization, the accompanying benefits, and the steps the Object Management Group is taking to enable interoperability - along with other "ilities" such as portability, scalability, security, and more - through standards built through cooperation of both vendors and end-users.      Back





		Form Changes & Software Updates – Timing and Schedule Issues

		Seminar Room 2



		Speaker TBD

		Tuesday, June 12     9:00 am



		Changes to forms and schedules are inevitable, and changes have an affect on software development timelines. When changes are late that can mean significant schedule impact. We will discuss the form change process and IRS development schedules, and solicit feedback on the best ways to communicate changes with the software developer community      Back





		Obtuse Error Messages And Other Security Perks

		Seminar Room 3



		Joan Barr – ETA Development Services – Internal Revenue Service

Xan Ostro  – ETA Development Services – Internal Revenue Service

Lee Lawrence  - ETA Development Services – Internal Revenue Service

		Tuesday, June 12     9:00 am



		Interactive technical discussion on WSDL changes, guide to XML errors, A2A transmission issues (timeouts, changing passwords, SAML, best practices for error handling, etc.), and new Security Initiatives - Automated Enrollment and certificates      Back





		IRS SOA Roadmap

		Seminar Room 1



		AVI Bender, Director, Enterprise Architecture, Internal Revenue Service

		Tuesday, June 12     9:30 am



		An overview of the latest plans for adopting and implementing a Services Architecture at the IRS.      Back





		OMG SOA Framework

		Seminar Room 1



		Harsh Sharma, MetLife,  OMG Special Interest Group Co-chair

		Tuesday, June 12   10:00 am



		Learn how the OMG Model Driven Architecture supports the implementation of a Service Oriented Architecture      Back





		Case Studies / Real World Examples of Interoperability and /or SOA Applications:  Successes and Challenges in Real World Examples with the People who lived it

		Seminar Room 1



		Facilitator: Larry Johnson, Tethers End Consulting, OMG Bd of Directors

Panel Members:


         John Butler, Chief, Architect, Everware CBDI  Inc.

         Darryl Prescott, NARA Records Management Service


         Rob Mikula, MITRE Institute DC Government Social Services 


                               Project



		Tuesday, June 12   10:30 am



		Program under development      Back





		2008 Updates – Important Changes for Payroll Tax Filers

		Seminar Room 2



		Speaker TBD

		Tuesday, June 12   10:30 am



		Find out what’s new for 2008 payroll tax filing. Topics may include updates and change information for Employment Tax e-file, EFTPS, and FIRE. Get the latest information to help you prepare for the coming year.       Back 





		MeF Odds & Ends

		Seminar Room 3



		Joan Barr – ETA Development Services – Internal Revenue Service

Xan Ostro  – ETA Development Services – Internal Revenue Service

Lee Lawrence  - ETA Development Services – Internal Revenue Service

		Tuesday, June 12   10:30 am



		Interactive technical discussion on old issues (use of Electronic Postmark,  discussions on 20 day rule,  processing of state returns (when a state return is Denied by the IRS), production issues and the impact of the new initiatives  (Alerts for 2008 - how acknowledgement will change to accommodate new elements and alerts and State manifest changes )       Back





		Interoperability – Technologies, Methodologies and Models

		Seminar Room 1



		John Butler, Chief, Architect, Everware CBDI  Inc.

Larry Johnson, Tethers End Consulting, OMG Bd of Directors


Eric Cohen, Price Waterhouse-Coopers XBRL - US

		Tuesday June 12     1:00 pm



		Expert panel discussion on technology that supports interoperability Speakers represent Service Oriented Architecture, MDA and XBRL      Back





		Mef – Excise Tax Rollout

		Seminar Room 2



		Loretta Engram, Sr Manager, ETA Development Services, Internal Revenue Service

		Tuesday June 12     1:00 pm



		Beginning the summer of 2007, IRS will add the following Excise Tax Forms to the MeF platform - Form 2290, Heavy Highway Vehicle Use Tax Return, Form 720, Quarterly Federal Excise Tax Return and Form 8840, Claim for Refund of Excise Taxes      Back





		How the IRS Handles Late Legislation

		Seminar Room 3



		Joe Kosloski, Chief, Electronic Processing Internal Revenue Service

		Tuesday June 12     1:00 pm



		The IRS reacts to Late Legislation through a detailed process that begins with the Forms and Publications activities.      Back





		My Tax Account On line

		Seminar Room 1



		Kevin Nolan, ICAS Program Manager, Internal Revenue Service

		Tuesday June 12     2:00 am



		New internet self service application for individual taxpayers (Forms 1040) to view their tax accounts.  Initial release next year provides online account view with transcript capability built in.  Subsequent release(s) will offer additional functionality.  Tentatively scheduled for 2009 will be online submission of Extensions to File, Power of Attorney, and Change of Address.       Back





		Universal e-Signatures

		Main Ballroom



		Kevin Hatton, Sr. Program Analyst, ETA, Internal Revenue Service

		Tuesday, June 12    2:00 pm



		IRS has successfully implemented several methods to sign electronically filed returns. Participate in the discussion to develop a new method for taxpayers to sign individual income tax returns electronically.  IRS must continue to seek an innovative electronic signature solution that is suitable for all types of system users.      Back





		The Impact of Interoperability on Tax Software Development

		Seminar Room 1



		John Glubitz,           Vertex Inc

Michael Royman      Vertex Inc.

		Tuesday June 12     2:30 pm



		From the perspective of a tax software and solution provider that supports the Tax compliance and information requirements of multiple jurisdictions and the various taxes they impose, there is a significant penalty to pay for a lack of standardization and semantic interoperability.  This presentation will outline the issues and challenges involved and the benefits to be gained with the aim of ultimately reducing the total cost of tax compliance.      Back





		EITC Error - Could Software be Part of the Solution?

		Seminar Room 2



		Panel Discussion

Facilitator: Deborah Holland, Director, Earned Income Tax Credit Office  Internal Revenue Service

		Tuesday , June 12   3:30 pm



		With over 78% of the 22 million EITC returns prepared and filed electronically last year, preparers and taxpayers heavily relied on their tax software to help them get their EITC right.   We estimate that 23% - 28% of all EITC was paid out in error. Can improvements in tax software be a part of the solution to reduce EITC error?   Join our presentation to explore the role of software in determining EITC eligibility, when a paid preparer EITC checklist is more than a tick sheet, and to look at opportunities to work together to get EITC right.      Back





		Where are the Security Guidelines for Protecting Taxpayer Data

		Seminar Room 3



		Carolyn Davis, Sr Program Analyst, Electronic Tax Administration


Shirley Cannady, Sr. Program Analyst, Electronic Tax Administration

		Tuesday , June 12   3:30 pm



		See a preview of the guidelines for businesses to protect taxpayer information.  Find out how your software can help your customers protect taxpayer information      Back
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