FINAL DRAFT: Minutes of Topicmaps.Org Authoring Group (AG) Meeting of January 19-21, 2001, nominally 9:00-18:00 daily.

Host: Mondeca, Paris, France

The meeting began and ended with half-day plenary sessions that addressed a number of process issues. Much of the meeting was spend in informal breakout groups that worked on various parts of the XTM specification in order to complete technical work in a face-to-face setting. 

Present on Friday, January 19, 2001:

Murray Altheim

Michel Biezunski

Jean Delahousse

Patrick Durusau

Eric Freese, presiding

Sam Hunting

Peter Jones

Steve Newcomb

Steve Pepper

Daniel Rivers-Moore

(Guests)

Kal Ahmed

Chris Angus

Benedicte Le Grand

Bernard Vatant

(Present at meeting opening)

The meeting was opened by Eric Freese with a call for introductions from those present.

Minutes from the Dallas meeting were not available for approval and so action on those minutes was deferred.

Discussion of the Core Deliverable specification and its status with regards to approval by the XTM-AG consumed Friday morning. That discussion revealed a number of unforeseen issues with the current process for authoring and approval of the specification and a wide variety of viewpoints on those issues. 

Due to the wide variety of viewpoints presented, the XTM-AG adjourned for lunch and did not continue in formal session Friday afternoon. The participants noted above (and Nikita Ogievetsky, who arrived during the lunch break) continued with informal discussion of various solutions to the process issues on Friday afternoon.

Saturday, January 20, 2001

Present:

Murray Altheim

Michel Biezunski

Jean Delahousse

Patrick Durusau

Eric Freese, presiding

Sam Hunting

Peter Jones

Graham Moore

Steve Newcomb

Steve Pepper

Daniel Rivers-Moore

Bryan Thompson

(Guests)

Kal Ahmed

Chris Angus

Benedicte Le Grand

Bernard Vatant

The broad outline of changes to the current process model of the XTM-AG was discussed in full plenary. Given the limited amount of time available for technical work, those issues were deferred to later in the meeting in favor of splitting into working groups to address technical issues in the specification. 

Ad hoc groups were formed to address editing the current specification, a processing requirements document, the conceptual model of XTM (continued from prior establishment) and a processing model (the processing model group is formally created on Sunday, January 21, 2001).

Motion candidate TOC is on the screen and templates will not appear in Feb. 3rd specification. 

Suggested structure for February 3rd release of XTM Specification:

Origins




DRAFTED

Goals





DRAFTED

Basic Concepts/Advanced Concepts
DRAFTED

Syntax





DRAFTED

Conformance




DRAFTED (Core)

ANNEXES

DTD (Normative)



DRAFTED (Core)

Published Subject Indicators (Normative)
DRAFTED (Core)

Conceptual Model (Informative)

DRAFTED

Mapping from CM to Syntax (Informative)INITIAL DRAFT

Processing Model (Informative)

INITIAL DRAFT

Glossary (Informative)


DRAFTED

Acknowledgements (Informative)

DRAFTED

Motion was seconded and carried by unanimous vote.

Martin Bryan was changed to visitor status on unanimous vote.

The sub-groups, both formal and ad-hoc worked the rest of the day on technical issues.

Sunday:

Murray Altheim

Michel Biezunski

Jean Delahousse

Patrick Durusau

Eric Freese, presiding

Sam Hunting

Peter Jones

Graham Moore

Steve Newcomb

Steve Pepper

Daniel Rivers-Moore

Bryan Thompson

(Guests)

Kal Ahmed

Chris Angus

Benedicte Le Grand

Bernard Vatant

The XTM-AG reconvened in plenary to ascertain travel schedules of the participants and then continued in sub-groups on various technical issues. 

Sunday afternoon plenary:

Present:

Murray Altheim

Michel Biezunski

Jean Delahousse

Patrick Durusau

Eric Freese, presiding

Sam Hunting

Peter Jones

Graham Moore

Steve Newcomb

Steve Pepper

Daniel Rivers-Moore

Bryan Thompson

(Guests)

Kal Ahmed

Chris Angus

Benedicte Le Grand

Bernard Vatant

Laurent

Eric Freese calls meeting to order.

Quick status reports from the various subgroups are given.

Motion: 

A subgroup called “the XTM processing subgroup” is formed.

Daniel moved, Steve Newcomb seconds.

Question called. Passed.

Report of the XTM processing subgroup: Steve Newcomb, visual vocabulary for representing relationships at any level, to describe in graphic terms how things relate to one another.

Steve Newcomb and Michel Biezunski resign as chairs and editors of the XTM-AG. Recognizing the fundamental contributions of both Newcomb and Biezunski (without which there would be no ISO 13250) but also the commitment of time and resources required by the position of chair and editor of the XTM-AG, those resignations were accepted. 

Motion: 

Graham Moore and Steve Pepper nominated as chair and editors of XTM-AG. Both accept nomination as editors. 

The motion was seconded and passed with no “no” votes.

Steve Pepper delegates chair duties to Eric Freese.

Byran Thompson moves (as amended):

In a previous resolution, several documents were identified as the table of contents for a Feb 3rd, 2001 deliverable.  The editor will produce a draft specification based on those documents and publish it on or before Feb 3rd, 2001.

The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.

Bryan Thompson moves:

The editor is instructed to produce an AG review XTM 1.0 specification based on the Feb 3rd 2001 draft specification.  The deadline for this document is Feb 10th.  Ratification by the participating members will close on Feb 17th.  Acceptable votes are “Yes” or “No” with “reasons”.  This will be an email vote.  The editor will directly email the participating members with the specification to be ratified and inform them of their obligation to vote.

The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 

Future meeting schedule (passed in separate motions)

March 1-3, 2001 Austin, Texas (Knowledge Technologies)

May 26-28, 2001 Berlin, Germany (XML Europe 2001)

August 2-4, 2001 Montreal, Canada (Extreme Markup)

DTD changes:

Motion:

Remove <baseName> from occurrence. (in DTD) publish an erratum. 

Motion seconded and passed.

Motion:

Add variant to every topic characteristic.

No second.

Motion:

Make the instanceOf subelement of association, optional, repeatable [*] rather than [?]

Motion withdrawn by Daniel Rivers-Moore. 

Motion: (content model of <baseName>)

Scope and baseName string of <baseName> string be grouped together and made optional.

Present model:

<!ELEMENT baseName (scope?, baseNameString, variant*) >

Proposed model: 

<!ELEMENT baseName ( (scope?, baseNameString)?, variant*) >

“If two topics have the same baseName in the same scope they must be merged.”

“If two topics have the same baseName in the same scope, and neither has an explicit subject identity, they must be merged.”

Motion to send this motion to the processing requirements committee.

Motion was seconded and passed.

Report from Steve Pepper on ISO TopicMap activity:

There are two new work items on topicmaps. 1) technical report on CM of ISO 13250, and 2) topicmap query language (TMQL), allows expressing queries on topicmaps (may be able to represent topicmap query as a topicmap). Ann Wrightson would like to make this a joint project with topicmap.org. 

Motion:

Extend to WG3 invited guest status for participation on XTM-AG.

Motion was seconded and passed, 12 yes votes.

Motion:

Moved to adjourn.

The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.

adjourned.

