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UN/CEFACT/TBG2 ‘UNeDocs Project’

The overall objective of this important project, which is run by the UN/CEFACT TBG ‘Digital Paper’ workgroup (TBG2), is the development of standardised cross-border trade, transport, finance, insurance, customs and other regulatory authorities documents and their equivalent electronic forms. 

A set of deliverables will be developed for the production of paper and digital document specifications comprising:

· A Business Process Model illustrating where the UNeDocs documents fit into the operation of the International Supply Chain.

· A comprehensive Data Model based on UN/CEFACT Core Components which are themselves linked to the UNTDED/ISO 7372 data dictionary showing the relationships between key Business Entities referred to across the UNeDocs documents. 

· Process and data model descriptions, as submitted by the stakeholders. When these are not available, processes will be modelled against existing best practices and the forms used in global trade.

· the development of an eLayout standard which will allow the specification of forms data mappings to Core Components via the Data Model and which will facilitate the automated exchange of eForms. 

· For each document type the project will develop:

· A class diagram, based on any existing related TBG class diagram

· The presentation mapping of the document based on the UN Layout Key (UNECE Recommendation 1)

· Box Completion Guidelines

· XML specifications (i.e. UN/CEFACT schema, aligned stylesheets)

· UN/EDIFACT message implementation guidelines

UNeDocs has three levels:

1. Stakeholders (WCO, IATA, FIATA, ICC…) with their IP rights and investments

2. TBG2 and its open and freely available standardization work

3. National and industry specific implementations with their IP rights

The level three projects will reuse level two deliverables in their own individual context and they will be able to update them without losing their data or compromise their investments.

Features and Benefits are 

· Realisable semantic interoperability across the international supply chain offering increased tracing and tracking visibility and improved security controls

· Alignment, harmonization and reuse of data across the different documents offering simpler and less expensive implementation

· A meta language for defining the alignment between the digital paper presentation layer and the data model providing a smoother migration path from paper to electronic data exchange

· extensibility and restriction support enabling controlled and maintainable customizations
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