Preliminary comments from TBG3 on UBL 2.0 release (18 January 2006)
· Limited scope regarding transportation: covering only sea/river transport, focused on the relations between the shipper/exporter/consignor and the freight forwarding agent and not including the parties involved in the actual movement of the consignments of the goods.
· Business process: has to be revised and completed according to the existing business practices. For example: the freight forwarding instructions between the shipper and the freight forwarder has to be complemented by the shipping instructions to the actual carrier; the certificate of origin process has no direct relationship with the bill of lading/ waybill being produced by the transportation agent...
· Semantic definitions of documents description ( documents types chapter 5.10) need to be aligned with the existing EDIFACT standards code list in  UNCL (ref: data element 1001 document/message name)
· Data Elements and Attributes changes ( chapters 5.3.3 and 5.3.4) made from UBL 1.0 to UBL 2.0 need explanation especially on Core Components types

· Further detailed analysis of classes, attributes and core components types definitions (in UBL Transport Library and individual Transport documents libraries) need to be made for checking compliance with the ebXML Core Components Library and the TBG3 submissions to TBG17.
· Review period of UBL 2.0: should be extended beyond 6 weeks to allow reviewing, as proposed by UBL, with TBG3 at the UN/CEFACT Forum in Vancouver on 13-17 March 2006. In accordance with the resolution mutually agreed at the UN/CEFACT Forum in Lyon, TBG3 is of the opinion that the Transport documents in UBL 2.0 should be published only after further consultation and agreement with TBG3 experts familiar with transportation business processes.
· Although TBG3 appreciates the UBL development for ocean transport, the UBL deliverables should be further extended to multimodal transport with the collaboration of TBG3 business experts.      
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