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General UN/CEFACT information:
· 236 registered delegates at the Forum 

· Two new TBG groups have started their activities at the Forum: TBG 18 “Agriculture” chaired by Bruno Prepin from Edifrance and TBG 19 “e-Government” chaired by Jean-Pierre Henninot Head of the French delegation at UN/CEFACT. The TBG group has increased to 19 Working Groups: 15 for business domains and 4 for horizontal activities.

· CEFACT has released mid February, after audit check by ICG, the version 06A of the Core Components Library (CCL) developed in conformance to the ISO 15000-5 ebXML Core Components Technical Specification (CCTS). TBG17 has started to work on the update of CCL for the next version that will hopefully include the 500 core components submission of TBG3. 
· TBG15 has undertaken the revision of the UN Recommendation 11 “Documentary aspects of the Transport of Dangerous Goods”.  
· A delegation of UBL Committee from OASIS (Organization for the Advancement of Structured Information Standards) has attended the whole week of the Forum to discuss their UBL 2.0 release published mid-January for public review. It has to be reminded that the TBG3 Transport Group has been pioneering in establishing a direct liaison with UBL (see below joint session of TBG3 with UBL-TSC Transport Subcommittee)   
· The External Evaluation Report done by UN/ECE has resulted in a reinforcement of the role of UN/CEFACT as the unique forum for consolidating the e-Business requirements from private and public sectors.
· A symposium on “Single Window Standards and Interoperability” is organized by UN/CEFACT in Geneva on 3-5 May 2006.
TBG3 outcome 
Following the session of TBG3/ITIGG on 16-20 January 2006 in Paris, the work has been progressed on BRS (Business Requirements Specifications) for the multimodal IFTM which covers a broad range of Transport basic functions ( Booking, Instructions, Transport Status..). This need further work for completion.TBG3 has agreed on priorities for future development of other Transport BRS: container movements, dangerous goods, handling of empty transport equipment, bulk and break-bulk…
The processing by TBG17 of the TBG3 Transport Core Components submissions is the top priority: a subgroup chaired by the TBG3 Secretary has been settled to put the submissions under the new template with the objective to have TBG17 agreement at the London meeting in May. 

During a joint meeting with the Chairman and the representatives from UBL-TSC Transportation Subcommittee, the comments submitted by TBG3 regarding transport related items to the UBL 2.0 draft released for public review have been acknowledged as very valid points by UBL. They have agreed to incorporate them in order to comply with the TBG3 semantic inputs. UBL-TSC has stated that TBG3 is considered as their “benchmark” from a business knowledge standpoint. TBG3 will communicate to UBL-TSC the latest inputs on Transport core components and will further cooperate with UBL-TSC for the second public review of UBL 2.0 ending in July. But this effort must be seen within the overall framework of the current process to integrate UBL activity within UN/CEFACT (seeTBG3 resolution). 

The proposed project “Intersectorial Harmonisation of Business concepts” aimed of semantic content harmonisation for the interoperability of the Supply Chain has been postponed due to lack of resources from the various TBG groups involved. Bilateral discussions between groups will be pursued to tackle these issues.
The proposal for a message “Transport Routing Informations” requested by the Road Carriers (GTF) has been endorsed by TBG3 plenary. The 4 relevant DMRs for the UTILMD message have been agreed by ATG (Applied Technology Group) and will be incorporated in the next EDIFACT directory.
Other requests need further clarifications from the initiators namely the COSEAL for ISO 18185 standard message intended to transfer data between the container electronic RFID seal reader and the host computer.

Referring to the IMO -International Maritime Organisation- request to cater for the ship / port facilities and freight security requirements (ISSP code), TBG3 will proceed, in agreement with Customs TBG4, with DMRs to the PAXLST and CUSDEC/CUSRES messages. 

Updates were given on the other ISO standard developments concerning Transport:
· ISO TC 204: 
· No new information since the last Forum regarding the development of ISO CD24533 (data dictionary and messages for intermodal freight road-air cargo- road sensitive freight) and ISO 17687 (data dictionary and messages for emergency services in relation with dangerous goods transportation) that TBG3 had previously endorsed following the changes made in the standards proposals.

· Presentation of a new work item submitted to ISO by the Japanese Delegation: “Freight conveyance content identification and communication architecture” relating to the tracking of transported goods using RFID and mobile communication.
· The representative from the US Department of Transport has presented EFM –Electronic Freight Management- a pilot project for an electronic Supply Chain between China and the US, and their Strategy for implementing International Standards. This highly visible project is felt to serve as a unique  proof of concept for the standards bodies.
 

· ISO TC8 (SC10 and SC11) Maritime: two new standard proposals on the “Security of the Supply Chain” and “Electronic Port Clearance”. It looks like their activities overlap with the e-Business recently created in IMO. 
Joint sessions have been held during the week with other groups to exchange deliverables and share experiences:
· TBG 1 e-Procurement / Supply Chain: 
· Agreement reached on the TradeShipment model representing both the Trade and the Transport views.
· Subgroup created, led by TBG1 on Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) and hazardous/dangerous goods with the participation of TBG3. Experts on dangerous goods are required
· TBG 2 Digital papers / UNeDocs Project: presentation of their progress, work plan and issues.

· TBG 4 / WCO World Customs Organisation: review of the current status on the Data Model version 2, UCR Unique Consignment Reference Number and the strategic document “Framework of Standards to secure and facilitate Global Trade” endorsed mid-June 2005 by 168 countries of the WCO Council. The version 3 of the WCO Data model will be a more robust one, aligned with Core Components CCTS and including the Single Window requirements ( UN Recommendation 33) and the agriculture business.
· TBG 8 Insurance: cooperation on the Cargo Insurance for semantic operability with the Transport data, as a continuation of the previous joint work on the Consignment advice and Claim messages.

For that purpose, a joint meeting will be held in London in May at the time of the TBG17 session 

· TBG 13 Environmental Management: their BRS on cross-boarder transportation and tracking of dangerous waste will be communicated to TBG3 for review and harmonisation of common data.
· TBG 14 Business Process Analysis: cooperation expected from TBG3 on the International Supply Chain Model and on the common Business Model Library.

Information on Transport Communities:

· SMDG (User Group for Shipping Lines and Containers Terminals): launch of an XML working group to develop XML version of the EDIFACT container messages. The PROTECT secretariat will be under the umbrella of SMDG. The web site TBG3/ITIGG/BEST hosted by SMDG will be enhanced under a new format.  www.smdg.org.
· IATA: the Chair gave an overview of the e-Freight project on behalf of IATA (from the presentation of the BEST seminar in Paris on 24 November 2005)  
Next UN/CEFACT Forum:
· 2-6 October 2006: New Delhi India ( www.etrade.gov.in )
Elections for the renewal of the Chairmanship and Vice Chairmanship of the FMG and the permanent groups (ATG, ICG, TBG, TMG),   

Next TBG3/ITIGG meeting
· TBG3 Transport group is unfortunately not in a position to attend the next UN/CEFACT Forum due to lack of participants committed to come.

The group has decided to hold a full week session on 18-22 September 2006 in Barcelona hosted by the Port Authority of Barcelona. This meeting will be split in: 3 days expert technical work and 2 days plenary session. It will replace the interim TBG3/ITIGG session usually held early July, thus saving costs and our scarce resources.

Other Seminars / Meetings
· 3-5 May 2006 - Geneva: Symposium on “Single Window Standards and Interoperability” organized by UN/CEFACT .
· May 2006 – London: TBG 17 Harmonisation Group with participation of TBG3 representatives to process the Transport Core Components submissions.

· 22 May 2006 – Brussels at CEN/ISSS: UBL plenary 

· 5 June 2006 – Brussels : WCO / IMSC (Customs Information Management Steering Committee and Data Model project team)
The following resolution has been put forward by TBG3 at the Closing plenary on March 17:
Cooperation with UBL-TSC (Transportation Subcommittee)
TBG3 recognises that its comments regarding Transport related items to the UBL 2.0 draft release have been acknowledged by UBL in their public review. Considering that UBL have agreed to correct the noted discrepancies in order to comply with the TBG3 semantic inputs, TBG3 resolves to further cooperate with UBL-TSC in the second public review of UBL 2.0.

However, this collaboration needs to be considered within the overall framework of the current process to enable UBL activity to be included within UN/CEFACT.   
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