June 4, 2004
Yukinori Saito (Vice Chair of UBL JPLSC)

Questions and comments regarding UBL V1.0 business documents

(Scope: The latter half of UBL Reusable V1.0)

1. Questions or comments about whole business documents

1.1 Name of ID (Recommendation to improve)

There are many IDs in business documents. Those IDs are BBIE, and are used for different uses. The UBL names of these BBIE had better to be changed to specific names. I named the equivalent Japanese business terms like the following recommendation names.

(Examples at Reusable)

	UBL Name
	Dictionary Entry Name
	Definitions
	Recommendation (UBL Name)

	ID
	Package. Identifier
	Identifies a package that contains a quantity of an item being delivered.
	PackageID

	ID
	Party Identification. Identifier
	The value of the identifier of the party.
	PartyID

	ID
	Payment. Identifier
	Identifies the payment transaction that settles a debt. For example, if the payment was by means of a cheque, then this id would be the cheque number.
	PaymentID

	ID
	Sales Conditions. Identifier
	Identifies a condition within the set of sales conditions that apply.
	SalesConditionsID


Note: There are many UBL names in this kind of recommendation.

For examples: Note, Description

1.2 Differences between ‘ID’ and ‘Code’. (Question)

There are many BIEs of ‘ID’ and ‘Code’ in UBL business documents. What is the policy or rule or classification between them?

1.3  OrderLine and LineItem (Question)

What is the difference between OrderLine and LineItem in view point of usage?

If the BIEs in OrderLine (ABIE) would be integrated to the LineItem (ABIE), and the OrderLine (ABIE) would be deleted, would it occur some inconveniences? 

1.4 Some ASBIEs don’t have associated ABIE.

Many ASBIEs have the associated ABIEs in Reusable BIEs. But some ASBIEs don’t have associated ABIEs. I don’t understand this reason. Is this bug or something?

(Examples at Reusable)

· RegistrationAddress (ASBIE) in PartyTaxSchema (ABIE)

· SettlementPeriod (ASBIE) in PaymentTerms (ABIE)

· ShippingContact (ASBIE) in SellerParty (ABIE)

1.5 Some ABIEs don’t have associated ASBIE.

Some ABIEs are not referred by other ABIEs via ASBIE. To say another word, some ABIEs don’t have associated ASBIE.  

(Examples at Reusable)

· LineReference (ABIE)

· Shipment (ABIE)

We thought the reason as followings.

There are two kinds of types about reference relationships in Reusables. 

(a) Common parts of a set of BIEs

Commonly used BIEs are defined as an ABIE. In case the other part of business document will refer the ABIE, the other part will refer the ABIE using the same name as ASBIE. This case occurs many times in Reusables. And we can understand very well.

(b) Common type

Commonly used types are defined as an ABIE. The other ASBIE can refer the ABIE as a type.

(Examples: LineReference)

CommonAggregateComponents-1.0.xsd
Line:106
  <xsd:element name="DespatchLineReference" type="LineReferenceType"/>

Line:2966
  <xsd:complexType name="InvoiceLineType">
   …
      <xsd:element ref="DespatchLineReference"
          minOccurs="0" maxOccurs="unbounded">


Line:4005
  <xsd:complexType name="LineReferenceType">

The translation spreadsheet is designed for us (Localization people) to understand data elements (BIEs) of UBL business documents. To accomplish this purpose, we need only type (a). We don’t need type (b).

We think that type (b) is necessary for us to understand the business documents at the level of XML Schema. Type (a) is high priority to understand data elements (BIEs) of UBL business documents. I think that we had better to insert sigh or distinguish the ABIE by collar to classify (a) and (b).  

2 Questions or comments about each ABIE (The latter half part of Reusables)

2.1 LineItem

(1) TaxTotalAmount (BBIE) had better be changed to LineItemTaxTotalAmount. Because there is TaxTotalAmount (BBIE) in Order (business document).

(2) The definition of both MaximumBackOrderQuantity and MinimumBackOrderQuantity says ‘customer’. This word should be changed to ‘seller party’. The word ‘customer’ is not used at any other definitions. And the word ‘customer’ is ambiguous for definition in the UBL specification.

2.2 LineReference

(1) This ABIE is not referred by any other ASBIE as name.

(2) I cannot understand the meaning and usage of this ABIE.

2.3 LotIdentification

(1) The definition uses word ‘recall’. Is ‘recall’ same to ‘cancel’? If so, don’t you think the word had better to be changed to ‘cancel’? 

2.4 OrderLine

(1) Is SubstitutionStatusCode a result by seller party or an instruction by the buyer party or both?

(2) There is no ABIE referred from SellerProposedSubstitutionLineItem (ASBIE).

(3) There is no ABIE referred from BuyerProposedSubstitutionLineItem (ASBIE).

2.5 OrderReference

(1) Is DocumentDocumentStatusCode mistaken? The characters ‘Document’ are doubled.

(2) Is IssueIssueDateDate mistaken? The characters ‘Issue’ and ‘Date’ are doubled.

2.6 Package

(1) This ABIE is not referred by any other ASBIE as name.

(2) There is PackQuantity (BBIE) under Item (ABIE). What is difference between Package and PackQuantity?

(3) There is no ABIE referred from ContainedPackage (ASBIE).

2.7 Party

(1) I cannot understand MarkCareIndicator. What is C/O in Definition? 

(2) I cannot understand MarkAttentionIndicator. What is FAO in Definition? 

(3) The Cardinality of following ASBIEs are ‘0..1’. I think that this means nothing or once. But the definition says ‘one or more’. I think that this is inconsistent.

· PartyName

· Address

· Contact

· Language

2.8 PartyTaxSchema

(1) There is no ABIE referred from RegistrationAddress (ASBIE).

2.9 PaymentMeans

(1) I cannot understand the difference between CardAccount and CreditAccount.

(2) There is no ABIE referred from PayerFinancialAccount (ASBIE).

(3) There is no ABIE referred from PayeeFinancialAccount (ASBIE).

2.10 PaymentTerms

(1) There is no ABIE referred from SettlementPeriod (ASBIE).

2.11 ReceiptLine

(1) What is THU (Transport Handling Unit) in Definition?

(2) What is OrderItemIdentification?

(3) There is no ABIE referred from OrderItemIdentification (ASBIE).

2.12 SecondaryHazard

(1) Is Definition of Extension (BBIE) correct? The Definition says ‘identifier’.

2.13 SellerParty

(1) I cannot clearly understand BuyerAssignedAccountID. The definition says ‘to allow integration with a back office system’. Is there any relation between AccountID and back office system?

(2)  I cannot clearly understand SellerAssignedAccountID.

(3) There is no ABIE referred from ShippingContract (ASBIE).

2.14 Shipment

(1) This ABIE is not referred by any other ASBIE as name.

(2) There is no ABIE referred from TransportContract (ASBIE).

2.15 ShipmentStage

(1) There is no ABIE referred from CarrierParty (ASBIE).

(2) There is no ABIE referred from TransitPeriod (ASBIE).

2.16 TransportEquipment

(1) The Definition of FullnessIndicationCode says ‘a piece of transport equipment is full, empty or partially full’. What is the meaning if the transport equipment is full?

2.17 TransportHandlingUnit

(1) The Definition of both HandlingUnitDespatchLine and ReceivedHandlingUnitReceiptLine is same. Is this mistaken?

(2) There is no ABIE referred from HandlingUnitDespatchLine (ASBIE).

(3) There is no ABIE referred from ActualPackage (ASBIE).

(4) There is no ABIE referred from ReceivedHandlingUnitReceiptLine (ASBIE).

3. Others
3.1 Business process regarding DespatchAdvice and ReceiptAdvice

I cannot clearly understand the business process of DespatchAdvice and ReceiptAdvice. What is Delivery Recipient concretely?
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