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Introduction

This TN provides requirements and recommendations for an overview document for common taxonomies published on uddi.org. Also, this TN may be applied for a taxonomy overview document used within industries or enterprises, but not published on uddi.org.
This TN does not mandates a particular template for an overview document, but rather provides some common content areas that are commonly required to understand the application of a particular taxonomy.
Application of this TN will ensure consistency and completeness of taxonomy overview documents.

1.1 Problem statement

Taxonomies are not self descriptive and often require an overview document to understand how a particular taxonomy can be used. It is important that the overview documents published on uddi.org conform to a certain standard and reflect the information needed to apply the taxonomy correctly in a common way.

This TN will also help users write consistent overview documents for taxonomies that are not published on uddi.org.
1.2 Terminology

[The following is boilerplate. Most technical notes will need this and the corresponding bibliography entry.] The key words must, must not, required, shall, shall not, should, should not, recommended, may, and optional in this document are to be interpreted as described in [RFC2119].

2 Technical note Solution

2.1 Definitions

[Use this section to list any technical definitions required by the reader in order to understand the proposed technical note below.] 

2.2  Technical note behavior


Appendix A outlines requirements to the content of a taxonomy overview document.  The content of section A.1 of Appendix A  of this document should be included and completed for the overview document created for the particular value set.
2.2.1 
2.2.1.1 




2.2.1.2 

· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 

2.2.1.3 

2.2.1.4 




2.2.1.5 



2.2.1.6 



2.2.1.7 



2.2.1.8 


2.2.1.9 

2.2.2 

2.2.3 

2.3 Discussion

There are two main options for this TN: release a TN that recommends what should be in the overview document or release a MS Word / HTML / ??? template for an overview document.

2.3.1 Recommendations option

The benefits of this option are:
· Taxonomy owners can reuse their existing documents after some tailoring to meet the requirements of this TN
· Taxonomy owners are not restricted to a template and can provide the optimal presentation for their taxonomy.
· Overview documents may be written in formats incompatible with the MS Word template.

2.3.2 Template option

· Consistency
· Manageable size

· Can be published on uddi.org 

2.4 Example 

[In this section you should provide a detailed example illustrating application of your recommendations.]
3 References

[This section should list any references to publicly available documents that the reader may find helpful during reading of this Technical noted document. These documents may expand upon any aspect of the material, for instance they may provide additional insight into the business situation dealt with or they may document standards or products used in developing the solution.]
3.1 Normative

[RFC2119]
S. Bradner, Key words for use in RFCs to Indicate Requirement Levels, http://www.ietf.org/rfc/rfc2119.txt, IETF RFC 2119, March 1997.
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Appendix C. Taxonomy Document Template
Appendix D. This appendix describes what information should be provided in the overview document.

3.1.1 Required information 
3.1.1.1 Application of the taxonomy

Provide a brief introduction discussing the purpose of the taxonomy and where and how it can be applied.

List possible applications if necessary.

List industries where the taxonomy may be applied.

Briefly overview the structure of the taxonomy.

3.1.1.2 tModel definition

Fully describe the tModel as 

· tModel Name

· tModel Description

· Overview Document URL

· v2 tModel Key

· v3 tModel Key

· Categorization

· Checked

See http://www.uddi.org/tmodels.html for more information on registering tModels.
3.1.1.3 tModel structure

Provide the full tModel structure in XML here.

3.1.1.4 Valid values


Provide a list of all valid values here or a URL to an external resource with the values.

Explain every value that may require explanation.
If there is no predefined list of values and the values are computable, provide the algorithm or information how to obtain or validate the values
If the format of the data which documents the valud values is other than simple text, then the format used should be identified.
3.1.1.5 
Structure

If the taxonomy elements relate to each other and form a particular structure it should be clearly explained in 
human-readable text or using some other semantics.

For hierarchical taxonomies provide the description of the hierarchy.

Any special structure inherent in the actual values themselves should also be documented.  If there is any special structural information that is part of this taxonomy, a discussion on effective use during inquiry should be provided. 

3.1.1.6 Examples

Provide at least one example of use of the taxonomy.

The example should be an XML snippet illustrating the use of <categoryBag> or <identifierBag> with the taxonomy’s values.

If there is any special structural information that is part of this taxonomy, examples should be provided which illustrate how one efficiently makes queries using this taxonomy.  This should include how best to leverage the use of approximateMatch behavior in V3 registries.  

3.1.1.7 How to obtain the taxonomy

If the source of the taxonomy content is an external resource, provide a URL to that resource. Provide sufficient information about the format of the resource to help users parse and understand the taxonomy content and relationships.

If the taxonomy is available only after registration, requires a payment or a legal agreement prior to being downloaded, this should be clearly explained.

Provide a statement about any IP constraints (including copyright) affecting the taxonomy, including licensing requirements, etc.

3.1.2 Optional Information

Include any optional information not covered by the required sections above, if applicable.

Appendix E. Notices

OASIS takes no position regarding the validity or scope of any intellectual property or other rights that might be claimed to pertain to the implementation or use of the technology described in this document or the extent to which any license under such rights might or might not be available; neither does it represent that it has made any effort to identify any such rights. Information on OASIS's procedures with respect to rights in OASIS specifications can be found at the OASIS website. Copies of claims of rights made available for publication and any assurances of licenses to be made available, or the result of an attempt made to obtain a general license or permission for the use of such proprietary rights by implementors or users of this specification, can be obtained from the OASIS Executive Director.

OASIS invites any interested party to bring to its attention any copyrights, patents or patent applications, or other proprietary rights which may cover technology that may be required to implement this specification. Please address the information to the OASIS Executive Director.

Copyright  © OASIS Open 2003. All Rights Reserved.
This document and translations of it may be copied and furnished to others, and derivative works that comment on or otherwise explain it or assist in its implementation may be prepared, copied, published and distributed, in whole or in part, without restriction of any kind, provided that the above copyright notice and this paragraph are included on all such copies and derivative works. However, this document itself may not be modified in any way, such as by removing the copyright notice or references to OASIS, except as needed for the purpose of developing OASIS specifications, in which case the procedures for copyrights defined in the OASIS Intellectual Property Rights document must be followed, or as required to translate it into languages other than English.

The limited permissions granted above are perpetual and will not be revoked by OASIS or its successors or assigns.

This document and the information contained herein is provided on an “AS IS” basis and OASIS DISCLAIMS ALL WARRANTIES, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTY THAT THE USE OF THE INFORMATION HEREIN WILL NOT INFRINGE ANY RIGHTS OR ANY IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.

�Let’s separate the discussion for this TN into one on how to generically create Overview documents, and the other discussion on what you need to do to get it posted on uddi.org.   Might do with a single TN, but clearly need to differentiate the two discussions.


�Note – We should explain the basics of this TN, and include 2 Appendixes, one with a Generic Template you can cut/paste, the other for Publishing the document to uddi.org.  They would start out the same, but the uddi.org template would include the specific requirements for publishing on uddi.org.


�There is concern about posting any value sets on the site – many may be too large.   





If the document is being posted on uddi.org, it’s probably best to always guide those posting to make this a link to the external values.  That way we never have to decide on whether it’s too much data, and avoid IP issues that may arise.


�This might best be a generalized statement, with a pointer to detailed information if required.


�This information may have IP issues (part of any discussion about posting to uddi.org) – needs to be an external pointer if this is the case.





If this is being posted by a value set provider, probably need to include a list of supported validation capabilities, including APIs, caching, etc.





Need to add a statement somewhere around here about how the value set is versioned and how it conforms to the value set versioning TN.





�English is a requirement only for uddi.org.  


�There is concern about posting any value sets on the site – many may be too large.   





If the document is being posted on uddi.org, it’s probably best to always guide those posting to make this a link to the external values.  That way we never have to decide on whether it’s too much data, and avoid IP issues that may arise.


�This might best be a generalized statement, with a pointer to detailed information if required.


�This information may have IP issues (part of any discussion about posting to uddi.org) – needs to be an external pointer if this is the case.





If this is being posted by a value set provider, probably need to include a list of supported validation capabilities, including APIs, caching, etc.





Need to add a statement somewhere around here about how the value set is versioned and how it conforms to the value set versioning TN.





�English is a requirement only for uddi.org.  
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