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This TN discusses requirements for Value Set Overview Documents.
Value sets facilitate discovery processes in UDDI registries. Value sets may consist of various types of values that are not always self-explanatory, e.g. value sets consisting of codes or numbers. It is very important that the value sets are well-understood by their users and applied correctly. 

This TN provides recommendations for overview documents accompanying published value sets. Application of this TN will ensure consistency and completeness of value set overview documents. 
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1 Technical note Recommendations
1.1 Definitions

Value Set

Classification and identification systems, taken together, are called “value sets” in UDDI. Value sets may be “checked” or “unchecked”. Both checked and unchecked value sets are used for categorization and identification. The difference between them is that whenever a checked value set is used, the use is inspected to see that it conforms to the requirements of the value set. Unchecked value sets do not have their uses checked. [UDDIV3]
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Value Set Overview Document
A document describing a value set for users. 
1.2 Technical note behavior

This section outlines the minimal requirements to the contents of a value set overview document.  Appendix A provides a list of templates that can be used for the development of an overview document.
An overview documents must present a quick overview limited to about 20 pages so that users can quickly decide on the relevance of the value set to their application.

This TN recommends limiting the size of an overview document to 0.2MB to ensure timely downloading even on a slow internet connection.
An overview document MUST contain the following sections:

1.2.1 Application of the value set

· Provide a brief introduction discussing the purpose of the value set and where and how it can be applied.

Optional:

· List possible applications, e.g. where the value set is considered to add value to the discovery process. 
· Specify any special circumstances when use of the value set is not recommended.

1.2.2 tModel definition

Fully describe the tModel as 

· tModel Name

· tModel Description

· Overview Document URL

· v2 tModel Key

· v3 tModel Key

· Categorization

· Checked

See [uddi.org tModels]
 for more information on registering tModels.

1.2.3 tModel structure

Provide the full tModel structure in XML here.

1.2.4 Valid values

· Provide a URL to an external resource with the values. 

· If any of the values need comments, usage instructions or any other additional informational that may be considered useful for the application of the value set then provide a URL to an external resource with that information.

· If there is no predefined list of values and the values are computable, provide the algorithm or information how to obtain or validate the values. Provide a URL if any of this information is external.

· If the validation service is provided by the publisher provide detailed information on supported validating capabilities, APIs, caching, etc.

· If the format of the data which documents the valid values is other than simple text, then the format used should be identified.

· Provide information on the versioning rules for the value set and if it conforms to the [Versioning TN] 

· Provide a list of all supported versions

1.2.5 Structure

· Provide a brief overview of the structure of the value set, e.g. if it is a set of desperate values or forms a hierarchy, network, clusters, etc.

· Any special structure inherent in the actual values themselves should also be documented. E.g. partitioned values such as UDDI keys, URNs, etc.

· If there is any special structural information that is part of this value set, a discussion on effective use during inquiry should be provided. 

For value sets with relationships between elements (values):

· explain the relationship mechanism, e.g. what XML attributes are used as IDs or pointers; or

· provide a plain language description or a diagram of the relationships between the elements (values).

1.2.6 Examples

Provide at least one example of use of the value set.

The example should be an XML snippet illustrating the use of <categoryBag> or <identifierBag> with values from the value set.

If there is any special structural information that is part of this value set, examples should be provided which illustrate how one efficiently makes queries using this value set.  This should include how best to leverage the use of approximateMatch behavior in V3 registries.  

1.2.7 How to obtain the value set and related information
· A value set overview document must provide clear instructions on where and how to obtain the value set, including URLs for every external resource listed in the overview document. Provide sufficient information about the format of the resource to help users parse and understand the content and relationships of the value set.

· If any of the resources is available only after registration, a payment or a legal agreement prior to being accessed, this should be clearly explained.

· Provide a statement about any IP constraints (including copyright) affecting the value set, validation routines or validation API, including licensing requirements, etc.

1.2.8 Optional Information

Include any optional information not covered by the required sections above, if applicable.

1.3 Discussion

There are two main options for this TN: release a TN that recommends what should be in the overview document or release a MS Word / HTML / ??? template for an overview document.

It was suggested to do both: release a TN with recommendations and a template.

1.3.1 Recommendations option

The benefits of this option are:
· Value set owners can reuse their existing documents after some tailoring to meet the requirements of this TN

· Value set owners are not restricted to a template and can provide the optimal presentation for their value set.

· Overview documents may be written in formats incompatible with the MS Word template.

1.3.2 Template option

· Consistency

· Manageable size

· Can be published on uddi.org 

Do we use MS Word, MS Word in HTML or pure HTML for the template?

I’d suggest to create the templates after we complete this TN.
1.4 Example 

An example of application of this TN is provided as an overview document for XXX value set and available at this URL ZZZ 

It may be useful to produce an example later on if we have a good occasion for it.
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Appendix A. 
Value Set Overview Document Templates

Value Set providers may use these templates to simplify creation of Value Set Overview Documents.

Value Set Overview Documents intended for publishing on uddi.org MUST use an XXXX template.

[MS Word Template] 
file name:
file location:

[HTML Template]
file name:
file location:
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