FAQ of UOML

Q1: What is UOML?

Q2: What objects do UOML instructions process? 

Q3: What is a UOML document? What is a UOML instruction?

Q4: Who uses UOML?

Q5: Is the UOML document model a structure describing document format?

Q6: Where are UOML objects to be used?
Q7: What is the abstract model and the physical data? 

Q8: Why is the UOML standard so concise?

Q9: Why are there no instructions related to navigation, encryption, three-dimensional and streaming media?

Q10: What is going to be included in subsequent parts of UOML?

Q11: Why do we need an open standard for unstructured documents?

Q12: Why UOML?

Q13: What is UOML’s IPR Policy?

Q14: Which part of UOML is royalty free?

Q15: Which part of UOML is not royalty free? How much does it cost to use UOML?

Q16: What are the differences between UOML and the Open Document Format (ODF)?

Q17: What is a UOML writer?

Q18: What is a UOML reader?

Q19: Where can I download a free UOML writer and UOML reader?

Q20: Are there UOML-compliant software packages on the market? What are they?

Q21: What is SEP?
Q22: What is the UOML Alliance?
Q1: What is UOML?

UOML is the abbreviation of the Unstructured Operation Markup Language. It defines a universally representative operating language for the abstract description of unstructured documents. An application can implement document-related operations using UOML, with features including document organization, page description, information safety, index and search, content extraction, fonts management, storage management, plug-in mechanism, and script description, etc. UOML is expressed  standard XML for powerful compatibility and openness.

UOML includes UOML instructions and Objects. Both are defined using XML markup. UOML instructions are operations forunstructured documents in a Docbase system. UOML objects are an abstract expression of unstructured document data.

UOML does not only relate to a particular docbase system, document format  document storage technology. UOML complaint document applications can achieve interoperability among different vendors, using different format.

Q2: What objects do UOML instructions process? 

Unstructured documents.

Q3: What is a UOML document? What is a UOML instruction?

'UOML document' is a shorter way of saying 'UOMLaccessible document'.

A UOML instruction is a kind of XML document conforming to the UOML standard; it is not a document storage format, which is why we call it a UOML instruction, not a UOML document. 

[NOTE:  Need a question here “What is a 'Docbase'?” - with answer]

Q4: Who uses UOML?

'Docbase' system manufacturers and document application manufacturers.

Q5: Is a UOML document model a structure describing a document format?

Please see Q1 on what is UOML. UOML includes both 'instructions' and 'objects'. An 'object' is an abstract expression of an unstructured document (not a document format); Docbase systems developed by different manufactures can choose to use different document format and storage methods. UOML is a document format- and storage-neutral language. 

Q6: Where are UOML objects to be used?
UOML objects are used as attributes of UOML instructions, not as a  document storage format.

Q7: What is the abstract model and the physical data? 

UOML has defined an abstract document model and the docbase processed data is physical data.  The UOML instructions are an example of the abstract operations operating on this abstract model. The docbase can then reflect it to some physical operations on actual data, process it. [this last sentence needs clarifying but I'm not sure what it means]

Q8: Why is the UOML standard is so concise?

Because it is aimed at non-document application software programmers, so it is designed to be as simple as SQL and GDI; it is very easy to master.

Q9: Why are there no instructions related to navigation, encryption, three-dimensional and streaming media?

Areas such as encryption-related document security management and navigation will be introduced in a follow-up part of UOML. Three-dimensional, streaming media-related instructions will be introduced as plug-ins.

Q10: What is going to be included in subsequent parts of UOML?

UOML Part 2 will be about security management. Other parts have to await UOML-X TC decisions. The UOML-X TC is currently consodering navigation operations, plug-ins, queries, and application collaborations. 

Q11: Why do we need an open standard for unstructured documents?

As thousands of document formats exist in the world, it is important to form a standard to accomplish interoperability betweendifferent documents. All of the former attempts have been limited to document storage format standards.  Simple formats like TXT cannott meet the needs of the varieties of software; complicated formats like PDF, have associated research and development costs that few companies can afford and that few own enough professional technology to develop.  All in all, format standards have been proved not to be feasible in industry practice for over a decade. Now, the advent of UOML, an operation standard, provides a better way to achievedocument interoperability.
Q12: Why UOML?

UOML describes an interface for digital documents. It includes protocols, schemas, data formats and their encoding. We consider UOML to be to digital documents what SQL is to databases. SQL’s development and implementation had helped the database industry to get rid of complicated operations, allowing different companies to operate on data stored in a database. UOML can play the same role inthe overwhelming world of unstructured digital documents. 

Q13: What is UOML’s IPR Policy?

UOML is provided under the RF on RAND mode of the OASIS IPR Policy.

Q14: Which part of UOML is royalty free?

The UOML IPR policy is Royalty Free for an application vender, freeware vender and for any other software which implements UOML where its software is also Royalty Free.

Q15: Which part of UOML is not royalty free? How much does it cost to use UOML?

Any docbase software using UOML is not free, and will be charged. The royalty is charged at a fixed rate of the revenue generated by the product sale, no matter how many IPRs are involved.

This is similar to when people use the Java Virtual Machine. It is free to everyone except when it iscommercialized, in which case the use of the Java Virtual Machine will be chargable.

Q16: What are the differences between UOML and the Open Document Format (ODF)?

UOML and ODF are both standards for unstructured digital documents, but they focus on different sectors. ODF describes documents before they are published, and UOML describes published documents. Furthermore, with ODF being a formatting standard of a  document before it published, it deals with single document; UOML is an interface standard to operate on a documents database, organizing and managing a set of documents. Therefore UOML and ODF can complement each other with regard to unstructured digital document interoperability.

Further, UOML can be asolution allowing people using Microsoft Word and ODF to exchange documents. For example, using Microsoft Word with the help of a free UOML writer, a user can save the document to an UOML file type. An OpenOffice.org based word processor, which also supports UOML can then fully access this document, add to it and comment on it.

Q16: What is UOML writer?

'SEP Writer' is a universal format file conversion tool which can convert everything from word processing, spreadsheets, presentations and brochures, to photographs, rich graphics, and more to files of the Sursen SEP format, preserving the look and integrity of the original documents.

Q17: What is UOML reader?

'SEP Reader' is used to view standard SEP and PDF format documents, etc. 'SEP Reader' holds the functions of zooming, printout, full text retrieving, text extracting, noting, annotating, delicately displaying, automatically scrolling, creating page thumbnails, multilevel navigating, creating hyperlinks, creating self-adaptive menus, changing skins, setting background images, full-screen displaying, customizing menus and toolbar, etc. SEP files can be read online or offline. 

SEP Reader supports being embedded in an IE browser: The reader can be used as a plug-in to display Sursen SEP files in an IE browser. (PDF files can also be embedded in a web browser for reading.) 

Q18: Where can I download a free UOML writer and UOML reader?

Please login to http://www.uoml.org/ to download a UOML writer or UOML reader.

Q19: Are there UOML-compliant software packages around the market? What are they?

There are a lot of UOML-compliant software packages around the market, such as Redflag’s Ch2000 word processor, Kingsoft's word processor, the Chinese Standard Corporation’s word processor, Sursen Reader and Sursen Writer.

Q20: What is SEP
SEP (Sursen Exchangeable Platform) is, in reality, the world's first docbase technology. It provides for all of the general functions of an unstructured document, including page description, RIP, font management, information retrieve, storage, information security, document organization, querying and searches etc. It provides these functions to application software through the open standard interface of UOML (Unstructured Operation Markup Language), which makes it possible that any software can easily, likewise possess these professional and powerful functions.

Q21: What is UOML Alliance
UOML Alliance is an association formed voluntarily by enterprises, units, organizations and individuals that abide by the UOML standard. It aims to achieve document interoperability through the creation and implementation of common standards. 

The alliance’s goal is to accomplish interchangeability and interoperability betweensoftware products developed by members of the league to facilitate smooth information flow and optimize industrial work division in the unstructured document world. 

The UOML Alliance also provides free authorization and technical support to assure the wide and successful adoption of the UOML standard. 

