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Brussels, 14 October 2002

D(2002) 

Dear colleagues,

Subject:
Scope of the work and role of the OASIS Technical Committee (TC) on auto-repair

There seems to be some worries and concerns on the scope of the OASIS project, the direction that the OASIS project will take and the voting decisions that the TC is going to have to take in the future.  Therefore, before the next meeting of the OASIS TC on 18 October, I thought it opportune to write down what I personally see as the objectives of the OASIS project and to indicate how the OASIS project should fit into a likely legislative framework:

(1)
Scope of the OASIS project:
This OASIS project is limited to delivering an output with respect to emission-related repair information.  That point is made quite clear in the Charter for the formation of an OASIS technical committee.  There may well be cases where members of the TC or sub-committee are providing use cases that cover non-emission related cases.  While that may be useful data to collect in the light of possible future work, such use cases will not be considered in this specific exercise which is restricted to emission-related repair information.

(2)
Aim of the work in the TC:
I want all participants to consider the OASIS TC as being a forum to develop the best technical solution for this particular task.  In this respect, the providers and users of emission-related information have to work together to understand one another and the TC members have to put to one side their self-interests, concerns and fears in relation to how the results of the OASIS TC will be applied in practice.

I have to stress that the OASIS TC will develop a technical solution and not a legislative solution for the provision of emission-related repair information into the marketplace.  Voting in the OASIS TC will only be carried out with respect to the adoption of a technical solution and there will be no vote at the end of the process with respect to implementation, only acceptance of the technical solution.  A legislative proposal will be developed after the OASIS programme has been completed (see below) and in a forum other than the OASIS TC.

Of course, in the competition policy area we now have Commission Regulation (EC) No.1400/2002 (
) (
) which lays down general provisions requiring manufacturers to give access to technical information for the repair and maintenance of motor vehicles. EC legislation on motor vehicle type-approval regarding emissions (Directive 70/220/EEC as amended by Directives 98/69/EC and 1999/102/EC) also lays down requirements on access to the information necessary for the diagnosis and repair of motor vehicles and the development of replacement parts critical to the correct functioning of vehicle OBD systems. In this context, the Commission may propose legislation adding the necessary detail of how emission-related repair information should be provided to the market, in a manner that is consistent with the general framework laid down in Commission Regulation (EC) No.1400/2002. This has already been evident through the application of the OBD requirements of Directive 98/69/EC that existed side-by-side with the old Block Exemption Regulation (
).

In this respect I remind you that the OASIS TC is your committee and I therefore urge you to participate in a full and open manner to obtain a solution that will be practicable and effective. 

(3)
What happens after the OASIS TC has completed its work?
The OASIS TC will continue its work over the time scale envisaged in the Charter, i.e. over a period of 10 months.  On this basis it will be up to the European Commission to decide how a proposal for legislation, if required, will be formulated since this is a measure that would be applied across the Community and for which the Commission has exclusive competence.  Article 4 of Directive 98/69/EC (amending Directive 70/220/EEC) requires the Commission to “…submit a report to the European Parliament and the Council on the drawing up of a standard electronic format for repair information taking into account relevant international standards”.  If possible, I intend to submit that report before the OASIS TC concludes its work and to supplement that report with appropriate legislative action.  Such legislative action may, in principle, be implemented in one of two ways:

· through an amendment to the technical annexes of Directive 70/220/EEC to refer directly to an international standard that has been developed from the results of the OASIS project, or;

· through the application of a voluntary commitment from the motor industry to provide emission-related repair information to the market according to the results of the OASIS project or an international standard that has been developed from the results of the OASIS project.

The questions of when such a measure will apply, whether it will apply to all manufacturers big and small, how manufacturers will have to provide information (e.g. directly through their own web-site or via an information provider) will all be part of a proposal from the Commission.

A solution according to the first indent above could be dealt with through the legislative committee laid down in Article 13 of the type-approval framework Directive (70/156/EEC) and not be required to undergo the more laborious process of co-decision between the European Parliament and the Council.  A solution based on a voluntary commitment is also possible but would require adequate monitoring to ensure compliance with the commitment.  Again, the Commission has the right of initiative in preparing an appropriate proposal.

I do hope that these comments will help you in your work in the OASIS TC and enable a technical solution to be achieved that will be regarded as being formulated according to the principle of best practice.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Paul Greening

Chairman OASIS TC on auto-repair
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