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1. How to use the meta data?

In SC2 there are some proposals to use meta data in order to reach a harmonisation of the technical data. There is no doubt that we will need the meta data as the technical base.

But there is one point which is not really clarified.

The meta data is the base to structure and to exchange the information. But the user can't directly work with and search in this meta data. So we need to find an interface for the user and a place to set up the search engine.

From AFCAR's view there are three possible solutions for this problem:

1. one or more central information server

2. one or more central search engines

3. decentralised search engines with standard queries 

We hope that this point will clarify a little how the meta data approach can work in practise.

In detail:

2. Central Information Server
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· The manufacturers produce meta data for their information.

· This meta data is pre-collected at one or more central search engines.

· The user performs the whole process of searching / document delivery / payment at this central server.

3. Central Search Engines
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· The manufacturers produce meta data for their information.

· This meta data is pre-collected at one or more central search engines.

· The user performs the process of searching and choosing of the documents at this search engine.

· The delivery of the document and the payment will be made by the manufacturer's server.

4. Decentralised Search Engines with Standard Queries
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· The meta data which is needed to generate a query (e.g. list of manufacturers with their URL's, list of models, list of problem categories ...) will be produced and stored at a central 'update-server'.

· The user generates with this meta data and a small client a query, chooses which server he wants to ask and sends the query to this server.

· The server processes this query and gives back the result list (or a question to improve the query).

· The delivery of the document and the payment will then be made by the manufacturer's server.

· Periodically the 'update-server' and the local access client will be updated (e.g. with new models)
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