Conformance

Add the following to the Conformance section:

General

This specification’s normative language is English.  Translation into other languages is permitted.

At this time there are no formal accreditation, certification or validation bodies or processes in place for implementations, for which conformance to this BTP specification are claimed.

A claim of conformance to a specified role requires that the implementation can send and receive the messages specified for that role with the correct sequencing and reacts as specified to any out of sequence events.  The content and sequencing of messages it sends must be as if it is also taking the internal actions specified for that role, such as persisting specified data if the claimed role is that of Inferior.

The role-based definition of capability captures "must support the following messages" with the exception of unexpected replies and application associates.  All roles are required to support the FAULT message.  The Superior and Inferior roles are required to support the REDIRECT message.  The CONTEXT and CONTEXT_REPLY messages are aids to the application in correlation and checking, and are not be strictly required for conformance, although a BTP implementation is not useful unless these two messages are supported in conjunction with application operations somehow.

Optional features

BTP has several features, such as optional parameters, that allow alternative implementation architectures.  Implementers should pay particular attention to avoid assuming their peers have made the same implementation option decisions as they have (e.g. an implementation that always sends ENROL with the same inferior address and with the reply address absent (because the Inferior in all transactions are dealt with by the same addressable entity), must not assume that the same is true of received ENROLs).

Bindings

An implementation should support at least one of the standardised bindings.  It may support more than standardised binding and one, or more non-standardised bindings in addition.

Extensions

A conformant implementation shall exhibit strict conformance to those roles for which conformance is claimed.  That is, it shall not support the sending or receiving of protocol messages or sequences that are not specified in this specification.  The one permitted exception to this rule is provided by the qualifier extensibility mechanism as specified in the sections on Extensibility and Messages : Qualifiers.  Any qualifiers not specified in this specification, that the implementation supports, shall conform to the structure and positioning in BTP messages specified in these sections and elsewhere in this specification.

The use of non-standard qualifiers shall not contradict nor cause the non-conformance of functionality defined in the specification.  An implementation that supports non-standard qualifiers shall be able to interoperate with one that only supports qualifiers specified in this specification, with only the loss of the additional functionality provided by the extra non-standard qualifiers.

The claim of conformance (refer to the sub-section on ‘Required statements from implementers’ below) shall state which qualifiers are supported on which messages and give (or reference) the specification for any not found in this specification.

Required statements from implementers

An implementer shall make the following statements in a statement of conformance with regard to an implementation for which conformance to the BTP specification is claimed.

· An implementer shall state which profile or profiles the implementation supports and at what levels.

· An implementer shall state which standardized bindings are supported.  (At least one shall be supported for the implementation to be considered to be conformant to the BTP specification.)
· An implementer shall state if any non-standardised bindings are supported.  If one or more are, then the name of the binding and a reference to the specification (or the complete specification) shall be given for each.  The specification for the binding shall specify how application programmer (and or application protocol) handles association of application actions with BTP actions, using the CONTEXT and CONTEXT_REPLY abstract messages or by other stated means.

· An implementer shall state which standard Qualifiers are supported on which messages, and by which of the claimed roles or profiles.

· An implementer shall state if any non-standard Qualifiers are supported, and if so on which messages and by which of the claimed roles or profiles.  The specification of each such Qualifier shall be given or referenced and shall conform to the sections in the BTP specification on Extensibility and Messages : Qualifiers.  Each shall be referenceable with a specified URI.  The pattern of specification used in the Section on Standard qualifiers may be used.
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