The deck of cards manual

Welcome to the multiple navigation interface demonstration document. This document shows
the use of having several tables of contents to find a specific DITA topic. A deck of cards is
used to simulate all topics needed in a manual for a machine product. Each card equals a
DITA topic. The different types of cards (clubs, diamonds, hearts and spades) equals different
type of information. Hearts are task topics that describe installation procedures and diamonds
are tasks topic that describe testing procedures. Clubs are concept and spades are reference.
The card numbers defines which part of the machine product the card (topic) is describing.
Each number and figure equals a part of the product. Numbers correspond to software
functions and figures correspond to hardware modules in the machine product.

Navigation interfaces (table of contents)

There are five different ways of finding a topic (card). The first table of content list all cards
according to a Hierarchical Task Analysis (see other PPT presentation), the second table of
content list all topics (cards) according to type of information, the third and fourth table of
content lists all topics (cards) according to which machine part they belong to (numbers
equals software functions and figures — jack, queen etc — equals hardware parts). The fifth
table of content list all task oriented topics and descriptive topics.

To “transform” the deck of cards manual to something in real life you would have to
transform each card. For example the Jack of hearts would be “Install the hardware module
X”.
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Topic 49: Jack of Spades
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Topic 51: King of Spades
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Topic 52: Ace of Spades
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