GLOSSARY

for

 ebXML Business Process Technical Specification


	Acceptance exception
	Signals an error condition in a business activity which requires termination of transaction

	atomicity
	In a transaction involving 2 or more discrete  pieces of data either all of the pieces are committed or none

	binary collaboration
	a set of business activities between two roles

	business action
	an abstract super class

	business activity
	A Business Activity can be expressed as a Business Transaction Activity, Complex Business Activity or a Collaboration Activity

	business collaboration
	Is a set of roles played by business partners in a business activity through the exchange of business documents in a peer-to-peer environment rather than a controlled environment

	business collaboration choreography
	describes the ordering and transitions in a business collaboration

	business collaboration level
	Business Collaborations can be specialized as Binary or Multiparty Collaborations

	business document
	Are defined by an external document specification, or assembled from lower level information structures called core components; have varying structures 

	business document flow
	A business transaction is realized as Business Document flows between the requesting and responding roles.

	business message
	Can be either a document envelope or  a business signal

	business service interface
	A partner’s implementation of the shared definition of business states and actions relevant to a common business goal

	business signal
	an object that is transmitted back to the activity that initiated the transfer of execution control; function is to communicate a specific business purpose

	business state 
	The specific alignment of Business Activity(s) as part of the choreography, i.e. start, success, failure, fork, join, decision

	business transaction activity
	the activity of conducting a single Business Transaction including assigning specific roles,e.g. buyer, to the requesting or responding roles

	business transaction patterns
	ebXML-bp technical specification lists 8 patterns, and concretely expresses the 6 defined patterns in UMM

	business transaction protocol
	design to achieve state alignment between both parties involved in transaction through use of business signals and reliance on a reliable messaging service

	business transaction
	an unit of work in a trading arrangement between two parties playing opposite roles; consists of one or two predefined business document flows

	choreography
	The ordering of the exchange of messages to accomplish a particular business process

	collaboration activity
	the activity of conducting a Business Collaboration

	complex business transaction activity
	allows for nested business transaction activities to happen in a recursive manner

	condition expression
	a logical condition that evaluates to either true or false

	Document envelope
	named representation of the business document flow; is associated with one requesting business activity or with zero, one or many responding business activity; each document envelope contains one business document which may have attachments

	ebBP definition
	A business process definition created with the ebXML Business Process technical specification
Describes interoperable business processes that allow business partners to collaborate and achieve a given business goal

	General exception
	A business message that is sent when unplanned events occur

	guard
	Governs incoming transitions; refers to status of an activity from which the transition originates

	initiating role
	the role that sends the first message, i.e. Request

	Message Service Interface
	Set of messages exchanged between partners, and the interface defined rules governing the sequencing and processing used to support a business process

	multiparty collaboration
	A set of Business Activities among more than two roles

	Non repudiation
	authentication that with high assurance can be asserted to be genuine, and that can not subsequently be refuted

	Notice of failure
	A defined business message that is sent when an unwanted event that could reasonably be anticipated occurs

	operation mapping
	An operation mapping specifies the mapping of a business transaction activity to a set of web service operation invocations that enable the participation of non-ebXML capable business partner in an ebXML relationship

	package
	mechanism for organizing elements into groups

	protocol exception
	indicates whether processing of the business transaction went wrong at either the requesting or responding role

	receipt exception
	Signals an error condition in a business activity which requires a transaction to be terminated

	reliable messaging service
	provides guaranteed message delivery at transport level

	requesting business activity
	a required component of a business transaction that is sent by the requesting role as a Document Envelope

	requesting role
	a top level (generic) role; the partner that initiates and concludes a business transaction, aka initiating role

	responding business activity
	A component of a business transaction that is sent by the responding role as a Document Envelope

	responding role
	a top level (generic) role

	role
	a function played by a business partner in a specific state of the business collaboration

	state alignment
	When a business collaboration instance is identical for both parties

	timeout
	mechanism to allow sender who has not received an acknowledgement in the prescribed time to resend

	transition
	passage from one state to another

	Well-formed ness rules
	Aids to implementers in using specific constructs
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