Reinstating A Prior Offer or Counter Offer

· Problem: Party A receives a counter offer from Party B and replies with a counter offer of its own.  Based on the response to the counter offer, Party A then decides to reconsider Party B’s original counter offer. How is this offer put back on the table?  Possibilities:

1. Party A issues Party B’s offer as a counter offer. This might confuse Party B since it is really Party B’s counter offer.

2. Party B somehow gets initiative to re-issue the offer. Given the general rules about not repeating identical offers, how does Party B recognize that it would be fruitful to reissue the counter offer?

· The solution could be provided by broadening the function of the counter-pending message into a more general response. One value would open the way to Party B’s reissuing the prior counter offer.  Possible values, assuming Party B sent an offer to Party A.

· Counter pending: Party B’s offer is partly acceptable. Party A is going to send a counter offer next.

· Conditionally accepted:  This offer might be acceptable but Party A wants to do better and is going to issue a counter offer next.

· Firmly declined. This cannot work.  Do not reissue it. Reissue would be an error condition. Party A is going to send a counter offer next.

· Re-send prior offer (accompanied by its offer ID). Party A wants to reconsider the prior offer.  Party B has initiative to re-send that counter offer.

The figure below illustrates the offer-reinstatement scenario. 
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