July 11, 2003

Comments about Party Identification regarding structured organization

1. Function and mission of ISO 6523

ISO 6523 is identification system specification to identify organizations, which issue party identification code. The structure of each organization’s identification code (for example, this code specify only enterprise, or this code specify both enterprise and division /department) depends on each issuing organization. 

ISO 6523 does not specify each organization’s structure of identification code. 

2. Examples of party identification code

(1) DUNS

DUNS has following two kinds of identification systems.

· 9 digits: this code system identifies enterprise only.

· 13 digits: this code system identifies both enterprise (9 digits) and division /department (4 digits).

Now, DUNS description at ISO 6523 is regarding 9 digits only.

(2) GLN (Global Location Number) of EAN

The number of digits of GLN is 13.

The first 2 digits identify country.

The next 10 digits identify both enterprise and division /department.

The last 1 digit identifies check digit.

(3) Standard Company Code of JIPDEC/ ECPC in Japan

This code has 12 digits.

The first 6 digits identify enterprise.

The last 6 digits identify division /department.

3. Recommendation

If CPPA specification would like to specify both enterprise and division /department at PartyId in CPA, ECOM recommends the followings.

(1) Comments of PartyId at CPPA specification

In case to identify party identification at PartyId element, select the identification system by the following guideline. 

· If the party wants to communicate to enterprise level only, the party can select the identification system, which is able to identify company only (e.g. DUNS 9 digits system).

· If the party wants to communicate to enterprise and division /department, the party had better select the identification system which is able to identify both enterprise and division /department (e.g. DUNS 13 digits system).

(2) Examples of CPA

Current example: <tp:PartyId tp:type="DUNS">123456789</tp:PartyId>
Improved example: <tp:PartyId tp:type="DUNS">1234567891234</tp:PartyId>
The first 9 digits ‘123456789’ mean enterprise code. The last 4 digits ‘1234’ means division /department code.

(3) Alteration of DUNS description at ISO 6523

 In the current description of DUNS at ISO 6523, the structure of DUNS is described to be 9 digits. ECOM thinks that this description had better to be altered to including 13 digits. 
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