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Abstract

This document describes the program and technical requirements for the ebXML conformance system. 

Referenced Documents

1. http://www.itl.nist.gov/div897/ctg/conformProject.shtml
2. http://lists.oasis-open.org/archives/conformance/200104/msg00000.html 

3. XML Protocol specification conformance issues 
Notational Conventions

The key words "MUST", "MUST NOT", "REQUIRED", "SHALL", "SHALL NOT", "SHOULD", "SHOULD NOT", "RECOMMENDED",  "MAY", and "OPTIONAL" in this document are to be interpreted as described in Key Words for Use in RFC’s to Indicate Requirement Levels (RFC 2119).

Status of this Document

This document represents work in progress upon which no reliance should be made.

Document Version History

· Version 0.001: Initial version
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1 Conformance Clause

1.1 All SAML specs shall contain a conformance clause

· Can have levels of SAML conformance – hierarchical

· Could be profiles (I think this is more applicable to us)

· Explains how conformance requirements can be expressed (mandatory, conditional, optional)

· Conformance to bindings

· Caution: The conformance clause should be brief enough not to complicate/confuse the users and implementers.

1.2 Definitions

Profile is a subset of the overall specifications that includes all of the functionality necessary to satisfy the requirements of a particular community of users. 


In case of SAML, 
 
Levels are nested subsets of the specifications. Level 1 = core that all must implement; subsequent levels include lower level + added functionality 
1.3 Conformance levels

< Define what part is mandatory and what part is optional for each SAML specification. There also could be different levels of conformance >

1.3.1 What Needs to Conform?

· Identify the ‘class of products’ that will be developed
· What are the conditions that need to be met in order to claim conformance

1.3.2 Profiles and Levels

· Are profiles and/or levels needed?
· Should a profile have its own levels?

· Minimal requirements (core)

1.3.3 Extensions

· If allowed:
· Shall not re-define semantics of existing functions

· Shall not cause standard-conforming functions to execute incorrectly

· Standardized method for extensions?
· Define the mechanism for extending the specification, so extended in a standard manner

· Registration of extensions

· Document parallel to but distinct from specification

· List of recognized, published extensions

· May eventually migrate into future versions 
1.3.4 Implementation Defined Features

Address implementation dependent ranges, min/max allowed values
1.3.5 Alternate approaches

· Specification may describe several different ways to accomplish an operation (e.g., choice of bindings)
· Specify whether or not all approaches need to be implemented

2 Certification nomenclature

< Define the nomenclature for expressing compliance levels in the conformance clause >

Looks like this would be a three dimensional matrix

3 Things To Do
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