UN/CEFACT Project Proposal

ebXML Implementation Guide
1.   Objectives

1.1  Purpose

This project relates to a UN/CEFACT and OASIS key deliverable of a guide on how to implement more than one of the ebXML Technical Specifications together to form a coherent, interoperable, distributed system to support business functions.  It will contain guidance material for implementers of ebXML systems of an informative nature.

Note:  If during the work to produce such a guide the need for normative material, which will apply when conformance to more than one specification from the ebXML suite is claimed, becomes apparent, this will need to be separately addressed.

The UN/CEFACT eBusiness Architecture Technical Specification specifies the various items that are of interest in ebXML, and describes and specifies their theoretical relationships.  Its primary audience is the various groups of people concerned with developing the ebXML specifications.  This project is aimed at producing a document, which will build on that basis and describe how the components (using that term in a general sense) specified in the ebXML specifications are to used to implement distributed systems.  Thus its primary audiences will be specifiers, designers, developers (implementers) and testers of systems.

1.2   Scope

This document will describe how each specification produced or being developed by UN/CEFACT and OASIS in the ebXML family of specifications relates to the others from an implementation and interoperability perspective.  It will contain guidance information for those considering and developing systems that make use of one, or more, of the ebXML family of specifications.  In particular it will include directly, or by reference, information on which version of a particular specification is compatible with which version or versions of other specifications.

This document will contain information on the required or recommended static arrangement of ebXML component parts.  It will also contain information on the dynamic aspects of system operation.  It may indicate the location of notional internal interfaces (APIs), but it will not require realisation of these in an actual system.  Thus it will not specify the actual detailed architecture of any particular system.

It will describe aspects of the external interface with other systems to promote interoperable operation between such systems.

2.   Deliverables

Project deliverables include:

· ebXML Implementation Guide
· Documented revisions to the UMM (CEFACT/TMWG/N090) and any of the other ebXML specifications, if any issues are identified.

3.   Functional Expertise of Membership

The project team is a group of experts from the technical development community, as well as representation with broad knowledge and experience in the areas of business processes crossing multiple vertical industry and service sectors.

Each UN/CEFACT head of delegation may designate one or more experts to the project team.  In doing so, they may delegate this task to one or more organizations, which may be national, regional or international. Experts are expected to contribute to the work based solely on their expertise.

4.   Geographical Focus

This project is independent of geography and industry sector.

5.   Initial Contributions

An initial incomplete draft has been made available.  It is understood that this is only for consideration by the project team and that other participants may submit their own contributions in order to ensure the gathering of as much information as possible from those with expertise and a material interest in the project.

6.   Statement of resource requirements

Participants in the project shall provide resources for their own participation.  The existence and functioning of the project shall not require any additional resources from the UN/ECE secretariat.
