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Election Markup Language

10 reasons why you should use EML

1. Provides full support for the implementation of e-enabled elections and referendums

· Provides a base on which to build trustworthy, open and credible systems

· Provides a uniform and reliable way to allow election systems to interoperate 

· Provides common interfaces that can be tested to ensure accuracy, consistency and verifiability

· Can be used in both public and private elections and referendums     

2. Provides benefits for Election Officials

· Allows more choice of products and suppliers

· Ensures less dependency on a single supplier and thus avoids proprietary lock-in

· Enables consistency in adoption of business rules

· Supports scalability, transparency and interoperability

3. Provides benefits for Voters

· Supports trustworthiness of systems 

· Supports security of the vote

· Improves confidence in e-voting systems

4. Provides benefits for Suppliers

· Provides greater chance of doing business

· Standardises customer requirements

· Reduces development costs

· Provides a common core but allows local customisation and extension
5. Supports approved voting processes and best practices

· Ensures open processes that are vital to healthy democracy 

· Provides support for existing processes while giving the flexibility to introduce new processes

· Supports election procedures that have evolved over 2000 years

· Provides support for transparent end-to-end election processes 

· Provides ways for jurisdictions to improve their own procedures to meet latest challenges    

6. Supports voter registration and the provision of voter information

· Provides consistent approach to voter registration

· Enables voters to easily locate their polling location

· Allows absentee and military voter registration to be standardized

· Simplifies information sharing with political parties and other accredited organizations

7. Supports both electronic and paper ballots 
· Provides consistency in the open presentation of the paper ballot 

· Enables paper ballots to be optimized for their use with computer scanning

· Supports the use of voting kiosks

· Provides multi-lingual support

· Allows the use of special balloting equipment to promote accessibility

8. Provides voter privacy protection in recorded ballots

· Provides consistent ways to record candidates and issues to be voted on to ensure fairness

· Provides for auditing of the recording of ballots to ensure privacy is not at risk  

· Allows for full public open records that allow for the double checking of results

9. Supports all types of counting methods that allow open public auditing 

· Provides full transparency for results counting at all levels 

· Supports the counting of absentee ballots on polling day

· Provides an open standard that can be used to verify counts using more than one type of software

10. Allows independent confirmation of results totals 

· Provides for confirmation of the results that vendors’ machines produce

· Provides for system certification involving formal testing suites and independent checking

· Provides analysts and news media organizations with consistent details about election results[image: image2.png]JOASIS
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For further details see the following website: www.oasis-open.org/committees/election/
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