Emergency Data Interoperability
Scenario Development Task Force
in Preparation for the 
OASIS Emergency InterOp Demo

IAEM Expo, San Antonio, Texas

Summary

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS), U.S. Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), and U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), have teamed with OASIS Members to demonstrate the interoperability of information-sharing products enabled by the full suite of Emergency Data eXchange Language (EDXL) standards.  A series of interoperability demonstrations have been presented to emergency response communities over the past few months.  These demonstrations exhibited the entire suite of EDXL standards in alignment with the National Information Exchange Model (NIEM) Information Exchange Package Documentation (IEPD).  Created and adopted in the past few years in partnership with practitioner and federal partners, these standards are now being implemented into products and made available to those who need them most—an asset to the management of disasters.  Open, non-proprietary and available at no cost, EDXL standards create a new approach to standards use and deployment.  Available for reuse as needed, the standards leverage existing efforts and protocols, creating tools scalable from the local level to the federal level as needed.  They enhance current infrastructures and systems without extensive updates, upgrades, training or costs, and bridge the gap between the “Past and the Future” of incident response and management. 
Proposal
The OASIS Emergency Interoperability Member Section and its related committees are planning a significant InterOp Demo at the IAEM conference and Expo in San Antonio, Texas (1-4 Nov 2010).
http://www.iaem.com/events/annual/intro.htm
In preparation for that demonstration, the OASIS Emergency Interoperability members would like to create demonstration scenarios to showcase how local multi-disciplinary, multi-agency collaborative emergency interoperation can be facilitated through the adoption and implementation of open standards to enable true data interoperability.

To accomplish this expanded set of data interoperable emergency scenarios, we need an expanded set of subject matter experts from a variety of domains involved in the notification and coordination of responses to emergency incidents.  We seek to form an ad-hoc task force that could coordinate discussions through an email list (and possibly via conference calls) for a few months (May – Sep) to help in planning and preparation of scenarios and content for the OASIS InterOp Demo at the IAEM-2010 Expo.
Action Plan

The OASIS Emergency Management Adoption Committee working in conjunction with IAEM will invite representatives from these related practitioner sectors to contribute to scenarios which will be used in the InterOp Demo at IAEM-2010: emergency management, public safety, police, fire, emergency medical, Emergency Alert System broadcasters.  
The first step is to create a task force that would review existing scenario description that have been used in recent OASIS Emergency InterOps.  The task force members would then provide input and suggestions for additional or expanded scenarios that would utilize interoperable data information exchange.

A proposal has also been submitted to IAEM for a pre-conference workshop, titled “Data Interoperability to Optimize Local Emergency Coordination”.  If this workshop proposal is accepted by IAEM, then this Scenario Development task force would work on describing the practical, operational aspects of the scenarios that are being demonstrated in the Emergency InterOp Demo on Expo floor.  As part of the panel session preparation, the task force could provide input to the workshop panelists by describing the benefits and barriers of data interoperability in local emergency coordination from the perspective of their respective organizations and their professional experience.
Prospective Representatives on Emergency InterOp Scenario Integration Task Force:
	Industry Sector
	Organization
	Group
	Contact

	Emergency Management
	International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM)
	1st Vice President
	Eddie Hicks, EMA Director, Morgan Co., AL

	
	
	
	Taylor Jones, EMA Director, Anderson Co., SC

	
	National Emergency Management Association (NEMA)
	
	Don Miller, WA (TBD)


	Public Safety
	Association of Public-Safety Communications Officials (APCO)
	
	Kathy McMahon (TBD)

	
	?
	Search & Rescue ?
	

	Police
	International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP)
	Law Enforcement Information Management (LEIM) Section
	

	
	?
	Next Gen 911 ?
	

	Fire
	International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC)
	
	Capt. Yo Gikas, Los Angeles Fire Dept.

	
	National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)
	
	

	Emergency Medical Services
	National Association of State EMS Officials (NASEMSO)
	
	Jeff Sexton, TN (TBD)

	
	National EMS Information System (NEMSIS)
	
	

	
	Emergency Nurses Association
	
	Knox Andrews [CO] Emergency Preparedness Director, LSU (TBD)

	Emergency Alert Systems (EAS)
	National Alliance of State Broadcasters Associations (NASBA)
	EAS Committee
	Ann Arnold

	
	Society of Broadcast Engineers (SBE)
	EAS Committee
	Gary Timm

	Government
	U.S. Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
	Integrated Public Alert & Warning System (IPAWS)
	

	
	U.S. Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
	National Incident Management System  (NIMS) Support Center
	Camille Osterloh

	
	U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS)
	Science & Technology
	Bill Kalin

	
	
	
	

	
	U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
	National Weather Service (NWS)
	Herb White

	
	U.S. Health & Human Services (HHS)
	Agency for Healthcare Research & Quality (AHRQ)
	

	Data Standards
	OASIS
	Emergency Management Technical Committee 
	Elysa Jones

	
	OASIS
	Emergency Management Adoption Committee
	Tom Ferrentino
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