These comments relate to Appendix A Table: CAPv1.1 IPAWS Profile Exchange Partner System-Specific Requirements (Non-Normative) beginning on Page 14:

	Comment #
	CAP Element
	EAS
	HazCollect

	1. Correction
	scope
	Change to: “Messages with a value other than Public shall be ignored.”
	[no change]

	2. Addition
	description
	Messages with a null value shall be ignored.
	Messages with a null value shall be ignored.

	
	
	
	


Comment 1: The basis for this correction is the EAS-CAP Industry Group EAS-CAP Profile Recommendation EAS-CAP-01, September 2008, cited as the Non-Normative Reference for the EAS-CAP Profile, page 24 “CAP to EAS Validation Table.”

Comment 2: The Emergency Alert System alerts (other than test messages), and the HazCollect NWEMs are intended for public broadcast of a meaningful message. 

With respect to the Emergency Alert System, 47 CFR 11.31  EAS protocol:

“(a)  The EAS uses a four part message for an emergency activation of the EAS. The four parts are: Preamble and EAS Header Codes; audio Attention Signal; message; and, Preamble and EAS End Of Message (EOM) Codes.” [Emphasis added.]

Since no element of the currently proposed IPAWS profile ensures that a CAP alert intended for EAS broadcast contains any actual message, it is recommended that <description> be added as a required element to the Non-Normative table as above.  This same recommendation with respect to HazCollect is a correction, that is, the requirement currently exists.  

With respect to EAS, the purpose of adding this requirement is to ensure that a message intended for public broadcast has actual content by providing a mechanism to trap and reject any “empty” message.  It should prevent the erroneous broadcast of an alert intended for the CMAS system for example, as well as other inadvertent errors.  

