CAP SC Meeting November 18, 2016

Meeting Attendees

Company 



Name 




Role

Individual



Rex Brooks



Voting Member

Environment Canada


Norm Paulsen



Voting Member

Individual



Gary Ham



Member
Kaiser-Permanente


Scott Robertson


Observer

A quorum of voting members was in attendance.  Rex chaired the meeting and acted as secretary.

No meeting notes were reviewed.  

The meeting began with a continuation of our discussion of an event list that was raised at the CAP workshop.  Rex gave some background with help from Norm for the benefit of Gary and Scott who were not as familiar with the discussion.  
Rex referenced three emails, 
one from David Askov which included a set of event types

1) Weather and Climate

a) Strong Winds, Heavy Rains-Stream Flooding, Erosion and Landslides, Severe Weather

b) Drought. Wildfire

2) Waves and Water Levels

a) High Waves, Ocean Flooding, Coastal Erosion, Sea Level Rise, Tsunami

3) Seismic and Volcanic

a) Seismic, Volcanic

One from Rex which included the broad categories from EDXL-SituationReporting

1. Geophysical,
2. Meteorological,
3. GeneralEmergency,
4. Safety,
5. Security,
6. RescueAndRecovery,
7. Rescue,
8. FireSupressionAndRescue,
9. Fire,
10. MedicalAndPublicHealth,
11. Health,
12. PollutionAndEnvironmentalHazards,
13. PublicAndPrivateTransportation,
14. Transport,
15. UtilityTelecommunicationOtherNonTransportInfrastructure,
16. CBRNE,
One from Eliot relayed by Rex which included a list from the International Federation of Red Cross Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) Public Awareness and Public Education (PAPE) Key Messages organized according to these hazard types (almost all natural hazards):
• earthquakes
• floods
• tropical cyclones (referred to in different regions as cyclones, hurricanes or typhoons)
• wildfires
• pandemics
• drought
• storms (including lightning, tornadoes and snow, ice or hail)
• release of chemical, biological, radiological or nuclear materials
• landslides, debris flows and glacial breakout
• tsunami and tidal surges
• volcanic eruption
• cold waves and heat waves
(This was added after the meeting to give context to discussions. It is noted that these different lists include duplications, ambiguities, and all do not include law-enforcement-related criminal or terrorist events.)  
Norm noted that the freeform <event> element is required in CAP while <eventCode> is optional. The needs of the international community is such that a standardized reference is needed so that when a given country uses a local term different from the reference term that local term could be specifically noted as a synonym to the standardized reference term. This would enable international interoperability through such a common reference list. Norm also noted that there isn’t a body readily available to take on the development and maintenance of such a list. So the current effort is aimed at finding common ground and finding an appropriate host for such a listing thesaurus..
Gary noted that IPAWS was focused on having a single eventCode that is required, regardless of how many others might apply. He added that there is a similar effort to develop a reference list of desired symbology for the type of alert involved. This is required for special needs recipients. This would be directly related to the eventCode list. So this is something we need to consider as well. Norm noted that there are several emergency event/alert symbologies available to reference. 
Norm also noted that Mike Gerber has pointed out the difference between an SAME code event ( http://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr/info/eventcodes.html  ) like a tornado while the alert would be a tornado warning or watch. 
	EAS Event (NWR-SAME) Codes 

	Weather-Related Events
	NWR-SAME Code
	Status

	Blizzard Warning
	BZW
	Operational

	Coastal Flood Watch
	CFA
	Operational

	Coastal Flood Warning
	CFW
	Operational

	Dust Storm Warning
	DSW
	Operational

	Extreme Wind Warning
	TOR
	Operational

	Extreme Wind Warning
	EWW
	Operational for 2017

	Flash Flood Watch
	FFA
	Operational

	Flash Flood Warning
	FFW
	Operational

	Flash Flood Statement
	FFS
	Operational

	Flood Watch 
	FLA
	Operational

	Flood Warning
	FLW
	Operational

	Flood Statement
	FLS
	Operational

	High Wind Watch
	HWA
	Operational

	High Wind Warning
	HWW
	Operational

	Hurricane Watch
	HUA
	Operational

	Hurricane Warning
	HUW
	Operational

	Hurricane Statement
	HLS
	Operational

	Severe Thunderstorm Watch
	SVA
	Operational

	Severe Thunderstorm Warning
	SVR
	Operational

	Severe Weather Statement
	SVS
	Operational

	Special Marine Warning
	SMW
	Operational

	Special Weather Statement
	SPS
	Operational

	Storm Surge Watch
	SSA
	Operational for 2017

	Storm Surge Warning
	SSW
	Operational for 2017

	Tornado Watch
	TOA
	Operational

	Tornado Warning
	TOR
	Operational

	Tropical Storm Watch
	TRA
	Operational

	Tropical Storm Warning
	TRW
	Operational

	Tsunami Watch
	TSA
	Operational

	Tsunami Warning
	TSW
	Operational

	Winter Storm Watch
	WSA
	Operational

	Winter Storm Warning
	WSW
	Operational

	 

	Non-Weather-Related Events1
	NWR-SAME Code 
	Status

	State and Local Codes-Optional 

	Avalanche Watch
	AVA
	Operational

	Avalanche Warning
	AVW
	Operational

	Child Abduction Emergency
	CAE
	Operational

	Civil Danger Warning
	CDW
	Operational

	Civil Emergency Message
	CEM
	Operational

	Earthquake Warning
	EQW
	Operational

	Evacuation Immediate
	EVI
	Operational

	Fire Warning
	FRW
	Operational

	Hazardous Materials Warning
	HMW
	Operational

	Law Enforcement Warning
	LEW
	Operational

	Local Area Emergency
	LAE
	Operational

	911 Telephone Outage Emergency
	TOE
	Operational

	Nuclear Power Plant Warning
	NUW
	Operational

	Radiological Hazard Warning
	RHW
	Operational

	Shelter in Place Warning
	SPW
	Operational

	Volcano Warning
	VOW
	Operational

	

	Administrative Events1
	NWR-SAME Code
	Status

	Administrative Message
	ADR
	Operational

	Practice/Demo Warning
	DMO
	Operational

	Required Monthly Test
	RMT
	Operational

	Required Weekly Test
	RWT
	Operational


Naming Convention for EAS Event Codes
The FCC established naming conventions for EAS event codes. In most cases, and for all future codes to be approved, the third letter of all hazardous state and local event codes is limited to one of four letters:

· W for WARNINGS
· A for WATCHES
· E for EMERGENCIES
· S for STATEMENTS
Note: The existing event codes for Tornado Warning (TOR), Severe Thunderstorm Warning (SVR) and Evacuation Immediate (EVI) will not be changed to conform to this naming convention.

· A WARNING is an event that alone poses a significant threat to public safety and/or property, probability of occurrence and location is high, and the onset time is relatively short.

· A WATCH meets the classification of a warning, but either the onset time, probability of occurrence, or location is uncertain.

· An EMERGENCY is an event that, by itself, would not kill or injure or do property damage, but indirectly may cause other things to happen that result in a hazard. For example, a major power or telephone loss in a large city alone is not a direct hazard, but disruption to other critical services could create a variety of conditions that could directly threaten public safety.

· A STATEMENT is a message contaning follow up information to a warning, watch, or emergency.

1 These are state and local codes used by the NWS. It is optional for broadcasters to activate EAS for these events.

(Note: I included this listing as well so that these meeting notes can act as a reference for the discussion moving forward.)

Norm noted that an event like a tropical cyclone could have a number of hazards like flooding, wind damage, storm surge and/or tornadoes. So we have a semantics challenge in the development of the thesaurus and the eventName/eventCode list.
A general consensus was that categories can be useful but should not be considered exclusive, i.e. an event can be part of several categories such as a roadway blockage from flooding which could be the result of heavy rain or a water main break.

Norm agreed to send along the Canadian eventCode name/value list.

The meeting concluded with Norm moving to adjourn and Gary seconding, all in favour.

