September 2, 2003

EM GIS SC Meeting Notes

1. Eliot Christian provided an update on a discussion he had with Mike D. from the USGS WRT the new Emergency Management Symbology set being defined as part of the ongoing FGDC work related to content standards. The draft version of the FGDC EM Symbology document will be available for public review in the October timeframe. The general feeling of the GIS SC is that the timing of the draft FGDC symbology standard is in-line with the requirements of the EM TC.

2. Continued a discussion of the availability of a web accessible service that will “given a FIPS code return the bounding box”. Carl Reed indicated that there are a number of available services that will take a FIPS code as input and return the feature geometry (these are documented in an email from last week). However, none of these return just the bounding box. Carl took an action to look a bit farther. (Today did send Rex an email with the latest information from the USGS/FGDC on such a capability).

3. Group discussion on how to capture the rules from symbol portrayal. The assumption is that the symbology definitions are available (such as those being defined by the FGDC). Tossed around the idea that the OpenGIS Style Layer Descriptor specification may be a way to capture device independent portrayal rules using XML Schema. This led to a discussion of the necessity to have a well known ontology of names for EM symbols. This well know ontology is required in order to provide a common set of names/ids for EM symbols that are accessible to any EM application that requires portrayal of EM symbols – independent of the format or data model of the source of the mapping or location (geospatial) information. This led to a recommendation that a Requirements Document is the next logical step for the GIS SC to take WRT to symbology. This document could provide potential implementation requirements. Thought is that the requirements document could be provided as an Implementation Note. Document is to build on the current EM Symbology Use Case. Carl Reed took action to define an initial draft version of a requirements document.
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