The RIM vision and how to get there (Draft)
The “raison d'être” of the RIM SC is the development and maintenance of a consistent “Reference Information Model” (RIM) that facilitates the creation of a consistent family of EDXL Standards. Ideally, the targeted model presents a coherent collection of information structures defined over orthogonal abstractions that are built from a minimal set of axioms. This formalization involves both internal structuring and external relationships (ontologies) and must be expressed in unambiguous notations that can be manipulated mechanically and over which a computer may “reason” and extract inherent relationships and explanations.

By reusing RIM structures wherever possible, EDXL Standards gain coherence through their clear definitions and their unique representation for concepts that are common. Further using RIM structures as patterns extends this coherence as structural affinity to concepts that are similar across all EDXL Standards.

In the longer term the EDXL-RIM should serve as a foundation for tools to support the development of standards and associated formal documents, verify their completeness and consistency, automate the creation of test suites, and identify candidates for more RIM structures.

This ideal state is a long way out and it is unrealistic to expect the RIM SC to produce a “complete” RIM within a finite time frame that would serve all ongoing projects. The main reasons for this are: the notion of “complete” is relative (to the current set of standards), and it is unlikely that we'll ever reach a state of definitive completeness that would cover all future EDXL Standard developments.
The RIM SC must therefore tune its activities to this evolutionary reality, by (1) developing a set of principles that guide the formalization process, (2) developing criteria to identify candidates for RIM structures, (3) actively seeking candidates for RIM structures in existing standards, (4) establishing a process to handle submissions from TCs and SCs, (5) applying and continuously re-evaluating the formalization process.
Past experience indicates that manpower and continuity are principal concerns for any activity of this magnitude. We suggest therefore that the SC (i) recruit a core group of members dedicated to the formal aspects of the project (tasks 1, 2, and 5) and committed to maintain / adjust consistency across all RIM structures; (ii) engage the support of TCs and SCs to complete work on specific RIM structures.
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